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11Cut with the yellow scum11 

. ( a play on water purification ) 

and 

"The defeat of the Storm Genie" 
( a play on typhoon reslstant building ) 

Development 
Workshop 

Written, directed and performed by: The Central House of Puppetry, Hanoi 

Based on ideas by : Guillaume Chantry and John Norton 

Produced and financed by : Development Workshop, France and GRET, France 

With the kind support of 

* UNDP, Hanoi 
* The Australlan Embassy, Hanoi 
* UNCHS-Habitat, Nairobi 

Hanoi, Vietnam, January 1992 
·• 

These plays have been prepared for presentation in villages, almed at raislng awareness of whar ro do about probfems 
they face. The plays are to be performed in the context of development programmes in rural areas, where more practical 
assistance supports the message given by the puppets . 
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1 . Dance wlth the masks 
2. Cham dance 
3. Unicom dance 
4. Swanlake 
5. Wrestling 

Short plays 

1. Cut with the yellow scum 
Playwright : Dam Thanh 
Director : Tuan Khanh 
Painter : Anh Nga 
Musician : Thanh Hai 

Programme 

2. The defeat of the Storm Genie 
Playwright : Hai Luu 
Director : Van My 
Painter : Duy Bien 
Musician : Huynh Loan 



"The defeat of the Storm Genie" 

CHARACTERS 

1 • The Storm Genie : in black cloak ( person weering mask ) 

2. Old Toad : wearicg beerd and glasses ( stick puppet ) 

3. YoUDg Cook ( ) 

4. Clums:r Cock ( ) 

5. White .Rabbit ( ) 

6,. Act Emparer c ) 

7. Swerm of ents ( ) 

ACT I 

Empty space • A summer morning , tb.e Storm Genie eppears, 

roering • The Storm Genie : I'm the Storm Ge~ie , a terrer ror 
all • I bri.cg 

dea tb. to tields , trees and houaea ( laughiog cruelly ) • 

Now wher·e are my children , where are my windstorms ? 

Piercing screams • 

Very well, ae ••• ha ••• Today, I o.oly need wi.ods of 7,8,9 

and 1 O grades • We '11 go and see where protectioo is not 

good , and wbo thiok little of me, and you will ••• 

Yes, we'll destroy all, smash all (laughing b.atigb.tily) • 

.Four head app~ar , blowing· guets and screemiog • The "b.orriàle 

laughter of the Storm Ganie and his children àcho far and wide. 

Anill, with tr3es and flowers • rae green rice - fields 

stretch.. away into the dista.oce • Co tlle hill are houses , the 

nome of Old tcad, Ant .::;:uperor , cocks and w:1ite Raèbit • You.og 

Cock :fli.as out of ilis il.ouse and perches on tQ.13 fence , crowing. 

Young Cock 

Old Toad ! 

Cock - a - doodl~ -·dao Oh , decrepi t Lir 

Old J!oad ( Hoppiog out of ais hou se , couehi:ig } ·::ta t' s 

up, Young Gock ? 
Young Cock : Why don' t you brind your tae th to a sk ycur 

'Uncl.a Heaven 1 to ;>our ra in down ( laughi:Jg scorr;fully ) • 

Old '.roaà: Ch, it's going to rein hard. :i~o need. to call 

Heaven • i\nt .::;mpero:- cra;•lls down a tr1Je • 

• 
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Ant :ï::mperor : I think Ur Old ?oad' s rigllt • I !eel sicken~E 
a ll througb. • 

Old road : Y~s , tnat' s right ' At this time of year ve 
must watch out for the Storm Ge.oie , I think • 

Ant ~mp~ror : Hurry up, my people • Bring food , clothes 
and medicioes to'aigh.er places • :-tu.rry u.p, a storm's coming • 

'Yes 1 
, . seys the swerm o:f ants • 

'.rhe enta , one· after aootll.::r '· carry th.air th.ings up, 
working very bard • Old Toad is repeiri.Dg his roof • Only Young 

cock is still crowing • Wbite Rabbit scuttles out • 

Whita aabbit : ~he sky is high and clear Who saya e storm 
is coming ? How silly • Hello ~r Young Cock • 

Young Cook : H~llo Mrs White Rabbit • You see, there are 
a lot or silly people on this hill • M3" house stais nailed to 
the grouod • I don't h~ve to worry , I':I:. going to have a good 
time • 

White aabbit : You're right • And my house is as solid as 
a brick • Even storms or grade 12 will ooly cry at it • (Lau-
ghi.og heartily ) • ·.vell :ro:,. :c::o;·: :L;.:ns,y Cock wa.ats to chall-
eoge you to a :t'ight • Let me ca 11 him out for you to sma ab. • 

Young Cock : Dare - devil : Well, bring him b.ere • I'll 
give him a good kick • 

White aabbit : Hey , Mr Clomsy Cock : 
Olumsy Cock s.taps out, answeriog i.o ao errected voice • 
Clwnsy Oock : Don' t be too worày • I' 11 give you a slap • 
Young Cock: Ah ha, why doc't you greet your hoDourable• 

teacner • watcn out for my olows • 
Iwo cocks are :righti.og riercely, while ·-:.:hite aacbit is 

ûêati.og the ârum and shoutiog • 
~nite Rabbit : ~ooray ! ~hat's a good hit • Bravo ! 

Wondarful double kick • 
Old Xoad : Ch dear • A storm's comiog and you'ra righting. 

'.'fay den' t :;ou ta ke ce re of :Tour shel ters • 
The fight stops fo~ a while , 
Youog Cock Well, silly Old Toad • L~t :is ·:1or:-y a';Jo:1t 

our owo business • 
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They go on righting , taking no notice or Old 1oad's 
words • 

Old Toed : Be careful 1 pèople • A storm's coming • 

ACT III 
The Storm Ge.nie appears 

Tha StormGenie: Aa aa ••• ( Laughing spiterully ). 

Look • !'h.:ay're so bubbling over wigh spirits • Well • This is 
for your kicks • Xh~s is for your kicks • This is ror yaur 
blows • 

~he impetuous wiods burfet the two cocks dizzily • 
The 3torm Genie : Wbere is my 7 - grade Wind , and where 

is my 8 - grade wind ? 

7 - and 8 - grade wiJ:lds Here · we are ! 

The Storm Genie : Where is my 9· - grade wind and where 
is my io - grade wind ? 

9 - and 10 - grade wiods : Here we are ! 

!'ht! Storm Ge.oie : Blow off taeir , break up pillera and 
rafters , end bring down walls • 

9 - and 10 - grade winds : Yes we'll do that right awey. 
They glower and puf'r out cheeks reedy to blow • ·!'rees are 

falling down ,. the roofs of covks' a.ad white Rabbit's aouses 

are blowiog off and pillars are tottering • ?he hurricane is 

destroying the nill in thè haughty laughters or the Storm Genie 
and his childr~n • Only the houses or Old 1oad and the aots 
e re in ta et • 

ACX IV 

Old I'oad : ( 3eatine àrums) !ley , the storm's go.ce • .Anybody 
ai'fectad ? 

·.füi te Rabbi t : ( Crying ) .:.!r Old :roa d ·, my hollse ha s be en 
~a::itroyed by tb.e storm . :-..y children end I have oo dwelling 
~ow ( Gryi~; loudly ) 
Old Toed : Tt's because you didn't watch out for storms • If 

only you nad tekao good ~ara of your house like me 
( Looki::i.; oround ) _..,.oybody .~l::;, a:·.:;;;ct..;d ? 

Young Cock : ( Groening) Yes , me • L~ok , !lr Old Toed • Iiiy 

nouse has cclla~sed • I've got no placa to live now • 
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Cltu:isy Cocl:c : _;nd me , I 've got spra ined legs and a crooked 
neck • Good H0evens ! So misereble I am • Dear ~r Old road , 
have you got any ~edicinas to esse my pain ? (Bursting out 

crying ) • 

Old ~oad : I told you not to fight • See wnat you'ue got : 
bleeding head , spraiocld legs and a crooked n~ck • Poor 
things • l~ow coma over here, I'll give you some saliva to 
relieve your pain • ( aubbing the two cocks with his saliva). 

Do you feel bettèr ? 
Two cocks : ( Shouting with relie~ ) Oh ~ wonderful Mr Old Toad. 

Your saliva is fantastic • Thanhk you ver<J much • 
Ant ~mperor : ( Scurrying out ) Oh , White Rabbit • Oh, cocks. 

Wb.a t' s the m.a tter wi th you ? we took good ce re of our hou ses, 
so the storm couldn't do anything to harm ours • 

Old Toed : That's good • ~hat's very good • 
iihite Rabbit : Oh,.Ant Emperor, look . How miserable we are 

( cry ing ) • 

We' 11 have to be oo the ro~d day and night (cryiog humili­
e ttingly ). 

..:1nt i.::mperor You shouldn' t think so lightly o ... storms . 
L-d t :na SGe if I can ào anything to h.EW.p you . 

Old Toad . I thi.ok DOW we should uni te aod b.elp e.a cb. other. . , 
Do you all agree ? 

All Yes , yes • 
Old· road : '.7ell , let' s start rebuilding and restoring these 

collapsed nouses now • 
~11 : ( Shouting for joy ) Yas , we all agree with you • Let's 

.start oow therwise it'll be too lste because another storm's 
com.ing , 

.:ill : s-=t out for work , singioz merrily • ~•3 soor. 2.:> ti.i.: houses 
have been restored to good condition , it suddaoly gets 
dark • 

Olà roaà : Another storra and hurricane is coming • Let's get in • 

,\Cr V 

STOit.: GlrnLl _.\PPZ.\ RS 

1':l<:1 Stern G-2r:ia : ;\ h Q.a , the y' re c 11 scurrying • :r:::.:cJ timc , I' ll 

destroy ~Vd~ything • ( ~inde ar0 blcwin~ ~ard, b~t ~h~ houses 
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still 11.old rast ) • ii:.l!Il , they've just resttoreâ their 

hou.s.:s • Phev1, I'r.i E)etting tired of blowing, eut th~ 

nollses haven't fallen down • Phew • "Nhere i.s my 11-grede 

hur:::-icanè and where ie my 12-grade hurricane ? 

Two heads of wind Yes 
' 
iwr~ '+'e ara . 

J;he Storm Ge nie . :Lus ter all ycu.:::- strer:gth to dcstroy this hi.11 . 
for me . 

Two heads of wind e:::'e tryiog hard to blow • All tue houses 
rems in in good candi tien :i?ha two b;:ads of wind :ra 11 prone 

wi th exha u tien.:. 
The Storm Geoie : Why so ? Why ùrooping dead like this ? 
rwo heads of wind: 11e'rc ~:;i:hausti=d. Wecao't blow a.oy mor~. 

rtlis is a bitter defea t • 
The Storm Genie : I'm also weary • i'lell, we'll win the day 

another time • Let's withdrsw • 
The Storm Geaie and his chil1ren disappear • Calm returns. 

all the anirnals run out of ther nouses looking merry • 
Flowers are blooming • 

Old road : ( Bea tii:::g a drura roll) 'i/ell, s s you see, hte storib.s 

and i1urricsnen :1av2 been de:faated • Our houses are strong 

and reliable Let's make merry to celebrata our victory. 
All sing and dance cheerfully : United against cslamity • 

Stor:n.s will have to give in 

.nll familias are happy 

-;..ife is as good as r.~ver 

L.3 le; la ••• 

2 5 .July 1991 
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Water puppets programme 

VIE/86/020 

Title: Typhoon! Vaccinate your house! 

This short sketch alms to encourage people to take 
preventive measures to strengthen thelr homes wlth 
simple techniques, before the typhoon cornes • rather 
than walting untU the typhoon has already arrived and the 
damage is done. Preventlon ls cheaper than repalrs! 

Scene 1. A village in the fiat coastal plains of Vietnam; 
houses of various sorts built in three 
dimensions on an island. Backdrop of 
paddy fields. 

Teu arrives: "Warning - a typhoon is approaching." 

People rush to the fields to try and save rice crop; 
nothing done to the homes. 

Scene 2. Typhoon arrives, water rises, houses begin to 
be flooded (slnk below water level), and 

Scene 3. 

roofs blow off. 

People climb onto roof to try and hold down what 
remains of covering, but lt is too late. 

Everything collapses - despair in the village . 

• 
Aftermath • people lamenting, "How can we 
afford to repalr, the whole house has 
gone." Family ln great distress. 

Teu arrives:" There ls something to be done • next 
tlme a typhoon cornes, you must be 
prepared. Simple techniques can be 
used to make your house stronger" 

Villagers: " But we have other priorities, like saving our 
crops" 

Teu: But strengthenlng your house is like vaccinating 
your children against disease - do lt as 
soon as you can, and then you will be 
safer • and remember, lt will save you 



Water puppets Trphoon! Vaccinate your housel 

time and money too! Remember the idea 
- VACCINATE YOUR HOME AGAINST 
TYPHOONSI" 

VUlagers: "But the typhoon mlght not corne agaln to 
ourhome" 

One Householder: " 1 shall vaccinale my house, lt 
sounds like a good ldea - 1 have lost so 
much ln the last typhoon" 

Scene 4. Householder strengthens his house (bracing, 
tle down roof). Villagers laugh at hlm. 

Scene 5. Teu arrives: "another typhoon ls comlng, 
have you vacclnated your homes?" 

VDlagers: "No, we were tao busy, only one 
Householder did, we don't think lt ls 
Worth lt." 

Typhoon arrives, all houses collapse and blow away 
except the householder's home. 

After the storm, villagers crowd round: 'We see now, 
vaccinating your home against typhoons 
has saved lt, and you can now afford to 
spend money on more seed and better 
water supplies lnstead. Tau was rlght, we 
should vacclnate our homes too, as 
quickly as possible." 

JubDation, the villagers start to strengthen their homes. 

VIE/86/020 

After the performance, there should be an announcement that leaflets/poetry/posters 
explainlng the ten key princlples of typhoon resistant construction can be collected when 
you leave the show at the end. 

Proposed counterparts: Hanoi Water Puppet Company 

JN/GC- DW/GRET May 1991 


