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2 In the countryside ln certain countries: Egypt and the Nile, India and the 

;ran:e and Iraq and '.:he ~uphrates, the rural life has beef' establishet' oVi;!T 

the c'2nturics in certain ,-ent1e:; o.l villages and provincial capital';. which 

3ervc the rural communities livi't:?; on the agricultural land the c .... i. st~ir · •. e 

of the!'C settlements is justif1ed econom1cally and socialty by the a·~rtu-1-

tural resource~ n~d the number of people they support. 



J The amount of vegE> tation on one acre of a~rl cultur.1 1 land c..an be found ovtff 

1000 acre~, of de sert we ruay sav. l'he re lationsh i P hetwee:-i the ! erlent.tr · -.,erl 

ped.sants an'.1 the a vricu lt•1ral lctnd , differs from that between the clec;ert 
j 

nomaès who mort all the tilTJ€ lnllowin~ thcir animals since the grazing is ~ 1 

.sryrend over i.l vast aren. For this reason , it would be mort: difficul!. ~o 

eYten-1 the social servi :es such as health and education to the r e people; 

whtoreas it is much eash•r i n the case of the villa~e peasant .~ . This i ' a 

·Jrnblem that must be rPc;olved anr ll'hich we have to face ln planntn~ , but thr 

solution :;hould nev!?r aim at sedentarizing all the nomads. 

I t i s true that the na tural re sources of the de sert are spread over verv l:ir ..;e 

areas compared with the a~ricultural land , which makes the populatio;1 c1en.c;itv 

much bclow the minimum which can ju r. tify the provision of.public service 

buildings in the same way as in urban centres, However, though the bcdouins 

are moving all the time in sprin.~ and autumn, there ar'!! certain peri.ods when 

thev remaln seasonally in one place. for Instance ln the s11'llDIE!r, when they 

: am:) near the market town'> , and ln wlnter, when the climatic con'1itlons are 

not favourablF.! for movin•~ cold, rain and lack ot ~razlng ), an~ lt t~ rlurln~ 

these stationary petlods that we can ~rovide the nomads wlth the public ~ervlce~. 

In Oman , we have the nomads and the mountaln people as well as the ~edentartzed 

peasants • anrl the national plannin~ for rural development shoulcl aim at 

preserving the ecologlcal balance between all the avilable resources .. 

fhe sea, the land, the plant life , the animal life and the human llfe, that 

could be sustralned on the geographicnl area , including the ~eserts, th~ o~.~s 

and the mountalns as well as the intensively cultivated land. 
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As a matter 'o f fact we had to include the mi·neral resources such as oi 1 , yet , the 

effer. t of t:1ese resources on the lives of the ma.ss of people is limited, since few 

o:. the-;e neople oarticipate in chi" indust:ry ln the same numbers as they do in the 

c~~e of a~riculture , fisheries and herding • However they benefit by the revenues 

o f these mineral resources by what the government allots in the budget for ~evelop­

ment and the raising of the stan<iard of living in rural areas as is the case in our 

project for rural development. 

4 - lnrleed. nature rlictate~ in the po~t Lo the oeople; nomads, peasants and urban dwellers. 

in the choire of '-'ites for human settlement"' and their slzes. It has also cleterillined 

for them their standard of living. But, now the modern connunication open the village 

onto the outside would , a~d the culture of the people ls no longer the prorluct of 

the interaction between the bedouin and his desert environment, or the peasant with 

a~riculture alone. The product of the different cultures of the would has come within 

t he ir reach This situation ls bour.d to acceler3te the rate of socio-economlc and 

c~ltural changes ta a degree that may affect the ecological balance . on the other 

hand. ~hese modern cortlTlunicationc. together with the new projects for land reclamation 

will affect the pattern of sites of settlements .For exxample, in Turkey, mo~ern 

conununi cations and land reclaaation projects are found to effect the rersi ona 1 plan 

oicture. Be cause some villages lie outsi~e the national traffic system ln 

An<•toliH, where di s tances are so great some existing conununities have to be 

move-1. ,\lso, some newvlllages are to be built as well to serve the lan<i 

re" ia mati on prnjects ln the country. 
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In Oman, the present molll9nt ts critlcal in the planning for the 

countryslde, and thls plaN\lng has to be carefully worked out at both 

the national and tt. regional levels. nterfore, lt is necessary at this 

present stage of change that we revlew the decislons on ' these sites of 

settlements as villages or provincial towns and capitals, on a dynamic 

bals of planning for th• future. 

5. Whatever the projécts for the rural development are, whether for 

agriculture, fisherles or hydrological projects, ln the end it will 

come down to indivldual family housing and ln speclfic service buildings, 

which are the most l•portant factors in rai&ing the standard of living, 

as they are the buildings whlch will house civlc activities allowing 

for the establishing of the community on the geograpJical area, and 

thus allowlng the governn.ent to reallse its• pollcy of extending i ts• 

' 
services to the people. ntat is why at thls present stage of research 

we have concentrated on the studies of the different ktnd of dwell i ngs 

that the peasants produced by themselve s , for themselve s , w~en t he y 

used the local materials according to thetr traditional me tho~s and 

acqu i red expertise. These studte s have shown that the people have 

pro~uced valid solutions of great archite c tura l va l ue cor re s ponding 

with the modern theories of aerodynami cs and physics to create t hermally 

comfortab l e conditions, either by using the ma te r i als with hygrometr l c 



-5-

prooerties, such as ·the palm frond stems, ( earastl) which absorb 

humidity from the air; or mud-brick whlch ls considered one of the !llOSt 

effective matertals for heat lnsulation. These solutions also include th• 

placing of the difte.rent openings at varying levels 111 the building, in 

such a wey as to allow the introduction of the cool air during the day 

tlme from the higher ones, and at night ttme from the lover ones, when 

the cool air would have settled near the ground, as shown ln the accqmp&n• 

ying photographs. The peasants have also used wind towers, (Bad geers) 

whtch catch the wtnd froa •nY direction and channel it tnto th• room, 

thus obtalning air movement 1ndoors, whtch is conaidered one of the major 

factors ln affectlng thermal cOJ1fort ln hot·huald zonas. At present we are 

concerned with physical planning of house design and public service 

buildings for Sohar. Useful information from this ~rk can be obtained 

to seive the rest of the village projects. 

6. As these verna cular solutioas are highly efficient they fall into the 

domain of sclentific research that is carried out by the different reserch 

centres concerned with the problems of cllmate and architecture, such as 

'Le Centre Scientifique et Te chntque du Battmant 1 ln Paris, Massachussets 

Institue of Tachnolog, in the United States, the Building Research Centre 

ln Garston, England and the ftU:r•r.World Graduate Research Group of the 

Arch i tectural Association ln London. England. It is iaperitive to record 

and evaluate the se solutions scientlft cally wt th modern apparatus to 

gain conclusive information. :c'For thls I have proposed to invite researchers 
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r.ecording, to which Mr. John Townsend has agreed. The four reserehers, b 

who are specialists in this field, Allan Cain, Faroukh Afshar, John Nortnn, 

and Omar el Farouk have accompanied me. We have to thank Professor J. Longmore 

of the School of Envlconmental Studtes of London University, for his great 

assisstance and for lendin~ some of the equipment necessary for the research. 

7. A comprehensive program of work wlll be set after visiting the ragions in 

which the research will take place, either ln the Wilaya of Sohar, in what 

,concerns rural architecture, and/or the citles of Mus~at, Sallalah, Nizwa 

and any other centre ln what concerns urban archl tecture, so as to cover 

a l l the dtfferent building and planning forms in the whole of the Sultanae. 

These researchers will be in charge of evaluatlng the dlfferent house types 

and public building services, whieh will be approved and built in the town 

of Sohar, starting with the new market, which is deslgaed in a new way 

' that allows for air movement inslde the shops and ln the strets around 

them,and also using 'barastl' in the roof construction ln an engineered 

way. 

Hasan Fathy. August 1973. 


