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Regionalization 
A 

The study area has been divided into fifteen subregions, 
each displaying different characteristics in their built 
environment (see study regions map). The divisions b::Jve 
been made where major changes in house form and build:Î.nr': 
rnaterials were noted ~o occur. 

Each subregion is described in terms of: 
i) General socioeconomic history 

ii) Built ènvironment 
iii) lieuse case studies 

The socioeconomic history bas been b-1.ken largely frorn the 
documentation research and refers mainly to the twentieth 
century. The built environment describDs the settlement 
pattern, house form, and buildinr; materials and mathods of 
each subregion while the houses surveyed in each settlemen.t 
are illustrated by drawings, photographs and tcxt in the 
bouse case studies. 

The subregions are from west to east as follows: 
1) Astara and Kerganrud 
2) Nasal and Shanderman 
3) The Mavazi Coastal Strip 
4) Fouman Plains 
5) lt'ouman Foothill s 
6) Masouleh 
7) Scfid Rud Delta 
8) The Central Coastnl Strip 

Sl) Eo,jur 
10) Kodir 

.11) Sari Plnirrn 
12) Snri FoothilJ.s 
13) Behshar area (Rontam Kola) 
14) West Gorgan 
15) Turkomansahra 
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1 Astara - Kerganrud 
8 

Boundaries: N=Astara and the Namin 
W=Ardebil and the Kha.lkhal 
S=Asalem and the Kalfarnd 
includes Astara, Lemir, Hevik, !Jissrir, füuihtpar, 

Asalem. 
The district of Kerganrud, a pnrticularly mountainot1s rcr:f.nn 

with a narrow coastal plain, extends .from Astara in the :north 
to the Asalem district in the south. Forest coveredt north~ 
ern ranges of the Alborz mountains which in certain areas 
descend to within two to three and a half kilometres from thri 

sea, caver the ~estern part of this district. 

Kerganrud is divided into three sub-districts: Otaksera in 
the south; Lisar and Heredacht north of Otaksera; and Hhvik 
and Chubar north of Lisar and Heredacht, extending to the 
border of Astara. 

The people of this district are Talesh and, according to 
Rabino, mostly Sunnites, with the exception of those in Li­
sar and Heredacht who are Shiites.• The population in the 
coastal plain are engaged in agriculture while thos8 in the 
bills live by animal husbandry. Taleshi and Turkish are l;lw 

most comrnonly spoken languages. 

The products of the area are: superior qua li ty ri ce, hmrny, 

fruit ( especially quince, pears and Rpples), wood and for-~ 

est fuel. Higher up are wheat and barley and abundnnt dniry 
products. The rivers are rich in fish. 

History: 
Historically the Astara and Kerganrurl Brea hnd a clorH'. r~r·.­
onomic relationship to Russia. Exports of the rcg:lon cmi­

sisted of timber, firewood, boxwood, chnrco::ll, r:i.c·c, h011C:v·, 

silk and foodstuffs. Imports from Hussia in turn :lw::ludr,,1 

salt, sugar, cotton products, wool, linen anct hE'~rrr~ rrr,idr~ 

was carried out throu~h custom houses in Direkeri, Ker~an­
rud and Alalan in Asalem. Products were marketed in Kerrçnn-

•H. Louis Rabino, Les Provinces Caspi~I}nes de .l~ .pe~J3e, 1')1';7. 
p.92. 
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rud, Direkeri, Lisar and Hevik. 
& 

Rural people of the remote upper parts of Kerganrud have h~d 

an unsettled history. ParticulRrly th ose invol ved in 11n.imal 

husbandry have be en exposed to periodic raids frorn thd. r tr1 ·· 
bal neighbours, the Shahsavand. Accordirig to Habino ( ·1 1XJG k) 

1912) the government at that time w::i.s unnble to [H'01J'irlr, nf­

fecti ve securi ty to the outlying pasturelands. It is n ,.·:su:trH·d 

that this defensive problem has also affected the housjng 

and settlements in this area. 

Astara: 

There is little·mention of Astara in old p;eographic documents 

and some historians believe thHt the town was not of any im­
portance until relati vely recent time s. The earliest wri tb!n 

documents that call this region by the name of Astrira dated. 
1002 Hejira (1623 A.D.).• Abbott, the British traveller who 

passed through AstarR in 1fY.l-3, names the tm•m as DRhaneh Ken·1r, 

which had 50 to 60 households and contajned stores which ex·-­

ported goods to other countries. There was no port in .AstnrR 

and ships transferred their goods to smaller boats that car­
ried them ashore. In the bills there was no settled popuJn ... 

tion and in the coastal plain, other than the villn[e of An· 
tara, there were four villages.• The Asta ra ri ver r10par~tr;:~ 

the Iranian part of Astara from the Hussian AstarR, nnd !;l11Jr: 

the boundaries of this township (shahrestan) are definn.d li.'' 

the Astara ri ver to the north nnd the Chil vand ri ver in f;hr' 

sou th. The town of Astara has R popülation of 10, 537 l'lnd 1 r~ 
the administrative and commercial centre of the slrh 1T~rd ·1n, 

which contains a poruln.tion of ?n,000 in 69 vi1lnr;r::.'.~ 

Built Environment: 

rrhis wooded, narrow coast::ll strip contains a nnmb<:r or mn~'.!J 

towns and villnr;en dint:ributed 11.t every five to t 1'11 1· i lo·· 

metren alonp; the mn.in asphn.lt rond from Agtarn to lii r:·1.r. 

The markets of thene settlernents form rows of nhopu, wo:tk-­

shops, and cafes along both sides of the main road, but t11~ 

• .M.Sotudeh, From Astara to Astarabad, 131+9 A.H. p.e-10. 
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rnajority of the dwellings are scattered in small clusters at 
some distanc~ from the market. The houses ·sit in their gar­
den plots which are in clusters of three or four along a 
winding, mostly unpaved road throur;h the wooded côuntry. 
The predominant house form in the Astara-Lisar rosi on :is com·­

posed of the 'L' shape plan. 'l'he basic two room hol.liV' vrJ1.h 

a corner aivan (loggia or VAran<lnh) are built on n nnLl(l pl:d: 

form rnised 50cm.to 1m. from tlw p;rcmnrl. 'I1hc lrtrr•;<~r lH 1w:1'n 

of tho area are norMn.lly componnd of two 'L' confi r~nrnt;lonG 
mirroring each other, thus formlng n three or four room 
house with a central aivan.~ It has been suggested that the 
'L' shaped house plan is a relatively new form, introduced 
into the area in the past 50 years. In the foothills near 
Lisar some older bouses were observed that were built with 

the aivan extending right across the front of the house. ln 
many cases such bouses were built on two storeys with rt 00mi. 
open ground floor, similar to house types found in the south­
ern Ti;tlesh foothills of Shanderman, Masal and the foothiJJ El 

of Foumn.n. 

From the town of Astara to Lisar there are about 50 nctivn 
kilns that produce roof tiles•~ The tiles produced here 
have a shallow profile, unlike those used in Rasht nnd pn.rtn 

of Mazandaran, and the great m11jority of buildings in thir~ 

region use these tiles as their roof covering materialJ • 
The roofs are hipped with all four sides being pitched nt 
approximately .35°. The tiles are supported by the t:lmber 
battens on the roof truss and are cemented on the ridfr,<'r:1 ~ 3• · 

The wall s of the buildi.np;s are eithe r br:ick, or t imbc r 1 nbh .. 

i.nr; plastered wi th mud. There are n f ew lor; wn 11°1t 1m 1ldin1~: 

nearer the bill sides. Shcet met al roofs can a1E;o bc1 fonri<1 

on some houses but they are less frequcmtly u.sed lv~1:·r' f:l1nn in 

other parts of the Caspinn, duP to thr, loenl pf;nrlc~' n lH'-' 

lief thnt sheet metal is less resistant tlmn~ tilr1 to thr' l1i1··.11 

rainfall and strong winds of the area. 

1 ---·------·------ --·--·--
"' 2 sPe morpholor:r,y of honse .forrn in typology se~.tion. 

* see sino;le lap tilP production. 
,.,) l.l . . 

see mnterials and b~chnolop:y section. 
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Houses in the Astara area are predominantly 
with corner aivn.ns and pantile roofs. Above: 
in Chubar village. 

- - - ::y" • 
..... _ .... _ 
~ ..... 

• ··n. ....._., 

I' • • 
: -. r-~ .·, 

- .. 
"L" shane in plan 
two storcy house 

Ancillary shPlters arc addPd as lean-to structures to the basic 
"L" 1 h . ·- 1r· ·11 r an . ou.se J_n i.as i i v1 ar;e. 
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Kashfi (Ast°'Âa): bouse 1.1 

This type of house is commonly found in the Astn.rn--Id.8n.r 

are a. 

The hou se has an "L" shape plo.n wi th a corn or ai v::tn r~1cd nr>; 

south, and stands on a 60 cm. h:Lc;h plinth. ':l1he roof. i.~1 

hipped in form, all four sicles beinr; pi tched at approximr1te1,'.' 

35°, with a ridge at the top. The covering is shnllow pro~ 
file overlapping clay tiles• supported on a timber truso 
f ramework. 

The walls of the initial two rooms of the bouse (within th~ 
basic square of the plan) arc of lop; construction. The 
attached additional rooms and outbuildings are of timber 
lathing or branches supported by a timber frnnework and 
plastered. 

Openings face south and east. The bouse stands in a smnll 
fenced plot of land with trees and three outbuildinge -
one with tile roofing (a bread oven), one with thatcli aPrt 

one with a sheet metal roof. The latter two are for ani­
mals and rice storage. 

The hou se is li ved in by one fnmily of nine people. 'rh'' i r 
primRry occupation is rice r;rOid.ng. 

The settlement is a small loose cluster of bouses, nitwi.b·d 

on the wooded hillside above the Astara Chay River. Thr· 

climate is temperate, humid in summer, with a 'dgl1 rrünf; 1 Jl 

of arproximately 1500mm. per annurn. 

• In English these tiles are known as Pantiles. 
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2 Masal and Shanderman 

a) Masal • 
Boundaries: SE & E = Fouman 

N = Gaskar 

W & SW = Khalkhal 

Masal is a dehestan composed of Gixty villn~en, Rnd hns n 
total population of 1'+ ,4011-•1 • 

The inhabitants of the Masal district are mostly Tnlor:;h but 

hnve becorne mixed with the Khalkhali. They speak 1J~nlechi. Of1 
well ns Turkish and Farsi. Most people are Shii tes,· but; the:r:·~ . 

are some Sunnites in Mnnnl. 
The mountains are covered with forests but the pasturelands 

were increased by felling the trees; these trees being used 
for constructing log bouses and making timber planks. 

The principal product of the area is rice. In rice produc~ 

tian women do most of the work, other than ploughing which i ~; 

done by the men using oxen. According to Rabino, the amount 

of land a rnnn posnessed depended on the number of women :l.n f; l 1° 

household who could work on the land. The area has fr.nit; 

trees - apples, wild pomegranate and quince - but thA lnnd i" 

best used as pasturn.r~e. In the mountains of .Masal, horrini1, 

cattle and sheep are raised. Traditionally, the omH:rn renf;, '! 

livestock to she1)herds and paid the herder in ri ce· and elotl• 

ing (26 kg. of rice and a pair of local trousers per cow pr>l' 

year, in return for 3 mann of butter; the Tale sh mnnn wr1.n 

6. 96 kg. •
2 

) • 
Formerly the largest plots of lnnd belonged to the Kharin fl.nd 

the people of the country. But the Khans ruined t11C:;!JHH1 1 VP.tl 

and the people became victims of opprermion. '.I'he cun+:nrn wnn 

to sell the land unbroken up to some important rnnn in 11.·1;1bt 

who could protect his tenants. At the time of Hnbir 1 u, rn·in;r 

of the buyers were Russian subjects, despite ln·er1l:i11r': 1:1 1
'" 

Turkomanchai· treaty forbidding their owning lrmd, clTld '~ i w·.P 
they were only interested. in the rmnnnl rr:v<'rrnr,s Lhr~ f:1 •nw1· .. 

l 
became prey to the governor and the robbcrs .from f_)JrJndr:rmnn'' " 

.1 Ludwig W. Adamec ( ed.) , Hi st o~_:!._c.al Gazetteer q_f:... __ :ç_TEu:L: .. _.Y91 ·· 
urne 1: Tehran & NW Iran, 1976. p.441. 

•2 H. Louis Rabino, Les Provinc~s Caspiennes de 
J p.125. 

• Ibid. p.123. 
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b) Shanderman 
A 

Boundaries: N' = Talesh-Doulab 

S • the Masal 
E = the Gaskar 
W = Khalkhal 

Shanderman is a village and dP,hPstnn composi:;d of r:d xty-.·l).'.r·:l 1 ~ 

villages, having a total populntion of 11,635.* 
In 1860 Shanderman was a poor district wlth villae;ce i.n ruins 
dating from the time of Hedayat Khan. 
In 1880 it had 16 villa~es of which four were in ruins and 
the rest little populated. The district had then 1,250 pop­
ulation. At the turn of the century Rabino said thn.t there 
were 3000 people in Shanderman who lived on agriculture; 
raising animals and beekeeping. Most were nomadic and, 11c­

cording to the season, wandered to the rnountains. 
The Ma'af villages are inhabited by Ma'af Kurds, of the Da­
oudi sect, originally frorn Zanjan or the Khalkhal'. 
The others are Shiites except for a few Sunnites. 
The language is Taleshi. 
According to Christian Bromberger, the Talesh from f,Jhande.r­

man are simultaneously cultivators and miErant animal br00d­

ers. They either settle at an internrndiate level of r~wtn··~ 

rage, between 600 to 1200 metres, or down in the valleys. 
ll'rom there they attend to the animals above and durinp; thn 
summer look after the wheat and/or corn cultivation bolow~ 

Built Environment: 
As in the northern Talesh districts, the settlcment:::i of 
Shanderman and Masal consist of ei ther srnall groups of thrr'"' 

or four houses or indi vidual buildings arnidst small el1Jar:i rw,:1 

scattered amongst the forestètl terrain. The bouses in the 
foothills of Shanderman and Masal are predominant1:r tvo 
storey, chanr;ine; to single storey m=rnrer to the co::wt; (Ard .... 

etjan, Rezvandeh). The ai vans of these houses extrmd n0rocr: 

the lene;th of the house, which normally faces south e;re{1pt 

on the foothills where they face· the plain (north). Tbc 
roofs which are pitched at approximately 30° and hriv8 the 

* Ludwig W. Adarnec (ed.), op.cit., p.598. 
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eaves at the same level all around the building~ are covered 
by wooden shtngles near the hillside, whereas houses closer 
to the plains are normally thatch roofed. Rabino (1906-12) 
observes the use of both thatch and shinr;lo RG n roof covc~r.­

ing material in this area: 
"Houses are usually two storey, made of mud···f:ltr:iw nnd covt}r-­

ed in thatch. Sorne are covered by wood rl::mks fron1 l.~') .• ';O crn. 
long by 30 cm. wide ••• In the valleys a'nd mountninn r>omr.:timec: 

the bouses are made from tree trunks, and the Khans havi;; somi: 
very beautifully constructed bouses of mortised boa.rds. Or­
rtinary houses are made of willow (wicker) fixed to postn 
driven into the ground. The floor is generally earthen and 
carpets are sprend on it if possible ••• ~One cowherder 1 n houac 
was made of branches interwoven between poles imbedded in th8 
ground, the floor being earth, the roof having wooden planks 
held dovm wi th stones, and the house di vided into two rooms. 
It was about 6 m. by 3 m. and hnd no chimney."* 
Timber lathing and mud plaster walls are most cornrnon in 
this area. In the foothills walls of stone laid in layera 
of mud were observed as ·well a8 lop; wall s which lbbino rnferi· 
to as "tree trunks". 
The single storey houses close to the coast have a s011fïh .. east 
orientation, and sheet metal is becoming increasincly a dom­
inant roof covering rnaterial in the coastal plain Rrenn. 

This is partially due to the prohibition on cutting ttmtwr 

from the forests, thus restricting the production of ahin~ler 
to the use of only naturally fallen trees. There are.nJno 
prestige reasons for the incrensinr; populari ty of sheot: rrir.:.l;nJ 

roofs. 
In terms of bouse types, this area seems to be :i trn.:rwi'.;ion 

between the Asalem (central Talenh) co11.ntal strip 8nd t~hP for·'. 

h1.lls of Fouman (Heydaralat Hnrl Ifaklavnr1) whicl1 ri11~1] 1. lw c!r-s · 

cribed in detail in the followinr:r, sections. 1rlH~ bour·:€)r1 .in tl1 · 

plairis and nearer the coast are similar to thonP of Asal~m 
area, and the two storey buildings hi~her up ~rc R VPrsl.on cif 

the Heydaralat-Maklavan houne typos. 

* H. Louis Rabino, op. ci t. pp. 23-4-. 
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ber lathine; and 
rnud packed walls 
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In th~ foothills 
of Shanderrnan and 
Masal, the roof 
hei~hts increase 
appreciably, re­
sultinc:i: in tall 
structures. 

The m:=i.in owners 
of livestock con­
struct animal 
shclters known 
as "vaneh 11

• The 
she~p and r.;oats 
are kept in the 
attic below the 
roof. The vaneh 
usually has two 
rooms: one for 
the larnbs and an­
other which is 
shn.r~d by the 
shepherd and the 
calves. 
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3 The Coastal Strip 
& 

The building~ along the Bandar Pahlavi- Bandar Faranaz coa~t . ' 

have in re:o;ponee to the har~h climatic conditions (hir;h rain-
fall and on~hore-offshore windl'5) to which they are expor;ed, 

acquired certain specific characteristics. The case stud~t 

of Shijan is presented here in order to illustrate the set­
tlement pattern, house forms and technologies of this rep;ion • 

Rasht Coastal Strip - Shijan: 
... 

Shijan is a villnge approximately six kilometres NW of Khomam 
in the Rasht Shahrestan (township). Its population of 1275 
is Gilak. Their primary economic activity is rice cultivation,. 
while about ten percent of the population migra.te to Rasht in 
the summer and autumn for work. The villagers believe that 
Shijan is 300 to 400 years old. 

Built Environment 
The village is situRted along a gravel road that follows th~ 
banks of the Shi jan Ri ver from Kbomam towards trie marshes and 
the flood plains of the coast of Bandar Pahlavi. The settl~­

ment follows the course of this road in a linear pattern thnt 
stretches for nearly four kilometres. The bouses are disper­
sed along this lene;th, some beine; adjacent to the road whil0 
others are located At some distnnce from it and are con~ect0d 
to the road by narrow paths. 

All the bouses sit in fenced plots thnt contain animal sheltc1·n, 

water wells and rice stores. The homrns face south to south­
east. Shijan displays a transition in house forw 8lônG th0 

length of the village. The bouses in the EOuthcast are of 
the type found more commonly in thP Fournan plainr>, ùÎ1cl con;-· 
tain a mezzanine level with the latter (talar) being an open 
platforrn (House study 3.1; see Dogoor for further detnlle). 
Further along the road towards the marshland in tbe NW, ·th8 
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buildings acquire the coastal strip house form (House study :-1). 
& . . 

These bouses are of the front verandah (aivan) type with Usu-
ally two rooms facine; onto a two metre wide aivan. The whôlr 
hou se is raised on sol id plntforms of Rb out 80cm. to 1m. hi1~h ~ 

The roofs, due to hip;h rainfall ( 1600rnm/annurn) a.r(' mor0 stf~rr·­

ly pitched (50°-55°) than thosP f1irthcr inland ':1.nd dencl'.'nd 
down to 1.5 metres abovA thr r;r·ound levnl on two or t\n·e~ 

sides (north and west o:r NW, N.E And SW) of the house. Short 
walls made of reed rn!lts with timber frarriing are constructed 
around these lower eaves of the roof, forming an enclosed 
space 1 to 1.5 metres wide, which is sometirnes used as an 
animal shelter. This extension of the roof protects the 
bouse against high on-shore-off-shore winds and heav-y ra.in. 
On some houses the roofs increase in steepness halfway alonr, 
their height. Reed thatch is the predominant roof covnrinft, 
mnterial in the area wi th a layer of rice thatch sometimeA 
used at the eaves (rice straw is used for !lnimal fodder). 
The walls are of reeds wi thin a timber framework and nre plan··· 
tered with mud. The long overhnnp;s of the roof protect thPFl"' 

walls on all sides. 

House Study 3.1 
The house surveyed contains two rooms facing the front nivnn 
with a third room below the talRr (platform). It is a rclri­
tively large, well constructed house built 35 yearo ago in 
place .of a single room dwellin~. The ro6f is reed thRtch 
and the walls are timber frame wi th reed panels plri.sterr-'d 

with mud. A household comprised of three persons en~a~~d in 
rice cultivation are the present occupants of the house.. Tri" 

building is situated within a large plot ~ontainj.n~ four nn­

cillary shleters (store, sheep and cattle sheds) n lavnto:ry 
and a water well. This hou se is located p.ear the t"'p;Î 1111 i nr 
of the villa~e in the southcnst of the marshlancts. 

House Study 3. 2 S,ar-e-Shijan 
This house which is on the extreme northwest end of Shi;jnn iF~ 
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In the rice ~rowinr plain~ sr:ttlcrnents a mezzanine (talar) is 
added t o the two roorn front ai vm1 hou 2c. 

~.:. r 
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' 
~ 
~!("'.• 

·~ 

~ ;• 

. . ... 

The l~onsrs nrr: f'it'lwtr~d in 
sh~lters for rjcr 3tora[A, 
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n.n ir::;::i.J 
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typical of m~ny found alonr: the mn.rshes and the coast. One 
household of seven persons occupies the two room dwelling 

which si ts in a relati vely smaller plot wi th fcncPd off sAc~~ 

tions for animals, a poultry shed, a vegetable ~nrden And a 
water well. The head of the hou sehold hé1.d r8ce i ved about onr· 

hectare of land durine; the land reforM on which }Jr? i:;i'OW!: ri.c 1·, 

The house was built four yearB qr~;o in place of rrnol;hr:r r•.r ~11 1 

saMe plan. The reason for rebuildin~ the house was the rot 
in the timber frame, especially near the e;round level. A 

carpenter was brou~ht in to construct the timber frame of the 

bouse while the family carried out the remainder of the build­

ing work. 

81. 

• 



....... 
~ .. 

4" ..... 1-...:. (, .. 
' 

l·L 
~ 1 ~. 

~·· 

..... .,._ 

l.'"\•,·~, 1 

• .. 
T-lf; 
,\ .,,_ '. 

- -~:: ~'/i:;:;.;_,..-·-- -- -·-~ ___ , 

High pitched roofs with thr eRves lowRrPd on three sides to 
protect th~ walls acainst hicll rainfall and winds is R common 
feature of coastal houses-
,,;:-~·· 
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