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INTRODUCTION. 

'ArchitecturaJ. Feedback', that is analysing the 

performance of a project after it has been in use 

for some time, is an excercise whose value is 

widely accepted but seldom carried out. 

Studying a rural situation to establish guidelines 

for designing in such area:s is an even rarer event. 

Our stay at New Gourna provided us with an opportunity 

to do both. 



MEW GOURrJI\ COMPARATATIVE STUDIES 

The village of New Gourna is now about 28 years old.It differs from the 

neighbouring villages in that it: was built according ta a specific plan 

drawn up and following the concepts of Prof. Hassan Fathy.We spent three 

weeks livin~ in one of the houses in the village,building a small mud-

brick house and carrying out a visual survey of New Gourna,in particular 

eight of the houses within it. 

The idea of the survey was primarily· ta compare New Gourna as i t is today· 

w(th (a) New Gourna as it was 28 years aga according to Prof. Fathy 1 s 

design concepts. 

(b) Neighbouring,traditional,unplanned villages eg. parts of Baerat. 

{c) Old Gourna,Ikm. away,still growing out of the Tombs of the Nobles 

and which by now should have been evacuated and al! the inhabitants moved 

to N.Gourna,if all had go;ie according to the governments original 

intentions. 

This brings one to, mention the history· pf New Go.urne, why· i t was design ad 

and why onl~f a quarter of it was eventually built.. 

Old Gourna,as stated above,is sited on the hillsises comprising part of 

the Cemetery pf Thebes.At the tirne of construction,7000 people lived in 

the five hamlets which make up Old Gourn-a. These people almost. entirely 

depended for their existanca on tnmb robbery,which had been started by 

their fathers fifty years befoEe. 

The immediate environment is arid and hot and could net support al! these 

people and adjacent farmland was mostly farmed by rich ·landowners and 

innaccesible to the GiJurnis. 

i 
Recause of the loss of a great number of priceless treasures which were 

found b~ the villagers and sold off cheaply to the dealers in the city, 
' 

the Oept. of Antiquities responsible for the Cernetory of Thebes,decided 

that the .. ~hale village had to be moved and the area taken over c01r.plctely 

by the Govt.It was estimated that !million Egyptien pounds u:ould covor tho 

/ 





cost of designing and building a new village I km away towards ths river 

and Luxor,on a field kept permanently free from flood waters by a system 

of dikes.The new village was to house 900 familios,which meant that in the 

time allocated,30 houses,or at least 3 family neighbourhoods,had to be built 

per month.This was to be New Gourna. 

Ho~ever,making plans and carrying them through are two different things. 

The inhabitants might not necessarily· wish to moue as one would want them 

to and perhaps the reasons given do net satisfy them. 

Is it right to move people from their homes and familiar surroundings ta 

a totally new environment? 

Prof. fathy explains the reasons for the villagers• reluctance to moue in 

his book~Gourna--A tale of two villages. ''first,the patriarchal system 

is very strong and everybody obeys the heads of families~who,in Gourna, 

wera tomb robbers. They· were bath feared and respected by the people, and 

they used their power ta preserve their trade.They had no intention of 

giving 1Jp their nice,prafitable,squalid houses in the cemetery with 

treasure wai ting to be mined under their floo.rs, to moue to a new, hygeinic 

beautiful village away- from the tombs.second, the Gournis are all closely 

inter-related and no-one would fail to support a family cheif in any onter-
i. 

prise.•• 

All this opposition led to the village being flooded tfuice -b~ breaking the 
2 

dike and letting the Nils waters in. 

This had a great effect on the land Gourna was baing built on,which had been 

dry for thirty years,so that the earth was hard and compact.After the flood-

ing,enormous cracks(at times three metres deep and fifty cm wide)appeared 

on the land 

11 Since the subsoil water rises every year ta within 2 metres of the surface 

and the foundations of the houses in Gourna were of the customery strip 

type,made of rubbl e masonry, and earth mortar, laid in tranches lm 50cm 

deep,each house would be sitting on a thin crust of soil floating on liquid 

mud.The cracks would allow the soil ta slide laterally and the houses 

:· ~ 
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l 
themselves would certainly crack.''N 

This in fact did happen.to most of the buildings in Gourr.ae 

Apar~ from the difficulties with the Gournis,Prof. Fathy encountered in-

creasing obstruction from the Ant~quities Oept.It seems as if all interest in 

the project had died and as much as possible was done to stop the 

continuation of Gourna. After repeated att.empts by Hassan Fathy to obtain 

support from various other departments for the continuation of the project. 

work ev entuall.y' ground to a hal t. 

Onl~ a quarter af the village had been built.A large number of the completed, 

buildings wera public buildings;mosque,Khan,crafts school,market place, 
V1.·~;__ i 
V ·.i:, 

;_1. c '· 

l 
.,i 

-.e\ ... · .· 
boys and girls primary school,theatre---these now stand deserted and unused~~., 1 

and decayed, a to:tal wast·e of the materials and the money go ne into building ! 
them!As for the rast of the village,the few houses that had been built 

were taken over largely bw familias for whom they were not originally 

intended for and have been changed and adapt:.ed over the years ta suit the 

naeds of these fami1ies. 

Prof. Fathy had conceived of building up new crafts and self-sufficiency 

within the village.for a time,while he was there to supervise the 

proceedings.,,his ideas were carried out.New crafts were established and 

public buildings were used.But on his depart:ure no-one continued this work 

and the craf ts died out. 

Now,after scr much time,no more houaes have been put up,the village has not 

Q.rown and Old Gourna still exists. 

Y~t Gourna cannot just be pushed aside as an interesting failure.It was our 

intention in the survay of the village ta ses why and where and how the 

praject had failed,conceptually,environrnentally and structurally and to 

tr~ to learn as much as possible from the mistakes which had been made. 

J. t ~:._,-,_, :~ c J-f;·-)t~., 1-.. .\- ... ·,_ c~I..(. 

:.: ::- :.: : ë.:~-. ('.; l~ ~G ;~~-- t !/\\_( .~':e -r~ ·- . 

::1) ,'. c, ~ - i-S\·-c- .. -~+ \. ' 
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UISUAL SURVEY OF THE VILLAGE OF NEW GOURNA 

The study of Gourne necessitated on the cne hand walking through the streets 

of the village with camera and padrnoting structural additions,use of spacE? 

grouping of familias and success or failure of original concepts.On the 

other hand it meant drinking down innumerable glasses of syrupy sweet tea 

whilst trying ta. communicate in very broken Arabie and very broker. English 

and much gesticulation with the 8 families whose homes we studied in detail.-

On our survey of the village we had to bear in minci the fact that so few 

housas· had been built and that most of them were now occupied by familias 
·-" -: 

they were not specifically designed for.Also,due to the floodings;·mast of 

the buildings had cracked and had subsequently been plastered over in 

those places,giving the impression of a certain ammount of delapidation. 

We did observe that most of the familias had extended or added on to theit 

houses,either by constructing a rnud brick wall outside their door and 

making an external courtyard,which usually housed animals,or acted as an 

extra cooking and washing aeea,or by adding on another level tr:> -their house 

or merely by building a srnall mastaba or seat outside their entrance, 

so that that piece of street outside their hcruse somehow became an intergral -

part of their house.This,they-could very easily do,as,ssemingly contrary to: 

his concepts ,Prof. rathy had designed extremely wide streets and large open 

spaces which did not work well climatically or environmentally--most open 

spaces were very hot and dusty and consequently very empty (this fact 

can also partly be attributed ta only a quarter of the village being built} · 

Another very important point that we noticed was the great number of 

animals tethered outside in the streets and living inside the houses,at. 

times occupying what Hassan Fathy had designed as the guest room and aven 

at times occupying the whole of the upper floor.This led ta a great many 

environmental ofshoots,eg. an insupportable nurnber of flies and many graa~ 

d.''':~ 
mounds of straw and accumulated (shrt) al! av er the place. 

~ ~ ~ 

' 1 (i, ! ~ ' 
,,-..;,... --r·' 

For soma reason it seemed that soma f amilies had not used tho special ,, 

mangers or stables Hassan Fath~ had provided in the design of each house, 

or else necded to extend these into other parts of tho house. 
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Consequently many of the windows and doors on the ground floor had been 

--
blocked up - as these corresponded ta the rooms where anirnals wera kept. 

There were also other reasons for blocking up openings; view,privacy,sun 

and wind.(When the houses were built it was essumed that the villagers 

would fill in the windows themselves using wooden shutters.However,rnost 

of them ars too poor to afford the v ery scarce wood and i t. is more conv enien '.: 

for them ta Just bloc!< up the windows and doors permanently/. 

It was actually a fantastic. experience coming out of the blinding midday 

heat and entering a totally blocked up dark,cool room. 

The specially:' designed pump housa was not uaad and was decaying slowly 

and filling up with straw.We askad why •••••••• 'it's broken ••••• 1 and 

presumably no-one could fix it.As it was,the two community water supplies 

were a tap and a pump situated out in the open in the heat and were 

switched on by the authorities onLy at certain times of the day.Other 

pumps,3 or 4 of them,belonged to individuel families who allowed other 

families to use them if they needed to. 

The carefully designed washing arrangements inside the houses were not 

usacl by any of the familias we visited,or,it seems,by any of the familias 

in the village,and were also filling up with pots and pans and straw. 

--) The easiest and simplast method of carrying and storing water is still 

in the large water jars carried by the women on their heads.It seems that 

if one is to introduce a new,more hygeinic system into the traditional 

lifesty.les of people,it. is of fundamental importance to educate them into 

realizing the advantages to be gained and to accept it.If this is not done 

then it seems obvious that. these people will ret~rn to their much used, 

more secure and reliable methods. 

New G-0urna has changed over the years.This change,which started out of 

such strange circumstances,has been an alteration,addition and adaptian 

to various elements of the village and the home.We ask ourselves what wouJ 

have happened and what would Gourna look like now if the whole village 

had been built and all the people had rnoved in and everything had been 
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started and continued according to Hassan Fathy's concepts.,inctecd of 

-'{ 
ideas being eut off before they could really be put to the test.There are 

a great many lassons to be learnt from Gourna,especially from the people 

living there.for in actual fact,it is they who make the village what it is 

and they who are cantinuing ta mould it according to THEIR needs. 

Gourna is still very young in cornparison ta neighbouring villages and 

still has a long wa~ tŒ go before i~ can satisfy al! the needs of its 

inhabitants as these traditional villages sa naturally do. 
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AHMED AND FARIDA 63 

as designed 
ground f loor 

hens cow ducks 
' , ' 
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floor 
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Ahme,cf 1.s the Vl·aaqe 9u_ard100 and ~o..rnç llo E Ct morrfh 
for fti.s work. Ha dnd tvr; wtfe, femdq _i,..J<tr~ Yt2f11 
1ietp~/ . makt"nJ su..r~ fh.o..t wo.,, WQ,ire o.fnqv.t 1n r%tr t.ouse. 
7h~lf ha va. four (iH1.e, bo~) - tiVo 9f thcz.m 'f:Jare hl onde -
wtf:i 

1 
y~ ctieeklj 3nnS, o.nd oJw°1.r; d1rhf

1 
o.ncf <Apm 

rru~a-11~f, Q r€,cd handful -for th err. mother ) 
Ft:rrida was a/wayS' u.p lb · he,r <!_,Y er 1n wor/<. and (,Jacnt: 
porhculari_y house· proud. fln 1n'Ja/5' v.Jere of/ mN.1 0a plaœ, 
cV\d td.e oJ/ /hf2 ofhe.r houreç, fi/I e roomç grven over 
b th<!.,tn wrt,,re, a.lwo..yr ctean ond ha.a fres-h s;fraw 
6YJ fhr6 9_rrohd, _0Y1cf tney v..;e.,rQ wr:d{ {ooféed o.fkr. 
Near_~ o7~ fhe f!dt agets ore verv px;r orid rc~ tfr1 
{}iC!Jf-l ani(YloJJ for ~od, as w~(f as- flour. On one 
o}_ m'j units Jv FE:m-dcr. she was mcxhnq a s-tv-eer 
wdh her ·.(1our tn stcwd of the horrflal ~ -ho.ked brmd. 
Sh~ nl.l~<ld fhe f!oc1r and. vJoJ-er tÎll/v u claugh., Q.r1d 

· roffed tr Vflf'!! 1J0.elu (1}1 a. round V.Jooden fctfd e 
011'th_ ct lon9; in1h PJcod~Jl ruffin!J. pin. Çh(.. the 11 -fcjd(!d 
rJ- /cke a pancc.l.e1orid sf1nzd.de}i lf~ <1.xtr~me!Mfrne!y. 
Sht pv.t a hrJi...J' cf wo.fr1.r Vl} the pri"fnMs f:idve 0ric1 
p!ould thtZ _ rhr<zdd{d dOU<JK /yi 0: rJct:n 6Yl fop cf if­
crver<Zcf W1fh. a dorv1p ddfh, tr::H-i1:J lt r;)J_o.{h {or ' 
a f'.lw rn /nutqs. 11'- t-Jaf 1h <2F\ h-i7:<<Z d w tfA <;fA_q0t.r 

(,V'ld <LoJ--Qy1 vJtflri Cf çpoof'L' 1h~ bo.b .1 Io V<ld if ~ 
1J-vi l:)(Âh"f wQ~ affcJW<Ld fo Cro.J.,.J/ 0,{r ov&- -the. p!o.ce 
o.nd /id-~11e, ~eémed b. ncl1èe fhe. fl t"e,f o..[/ (}Vij' 

lv<3 Jace ) in fvrs <L'{rz.r ~nd rriou(h ) os wtfh o.l/ the. 
o fin u fi tf'JJl J ch,{ l ci ren r n (}! l u 1 {l o. g c 
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'R9 works at, fh~ W1nf-er Po(ace Hof-eL 1n 1-uxor. Hl 15 
marrie</ and hcts four son<;. ff,, e etd ed 1s f\fasser who 
1s q _years de!. a . ver') Aapp<j holf wf..o 0e nick-
nam<la ''3in{' ~ me_anmg mohkey. _l-11.s' rnofher 1s 
a var y dom1ri eerrt:g womon ! ob v1oudv 1h a hao.d 
of fhe, hou se hofd tn do tn esh G mo.Her-5. 
11v1·s hause wos quïfe o.ri (Cxcephon - ,-;... hoc! efecfrictfy 
and ~s spoltESs<; d<2on, Cffld ov30.ru·sed. Rooms . 
?10..d q ~pe.d,fic purpose, 0J1ci tMct onirno./s .h_r;.d fhç,r 
own ~poce 1 and ke.pt op1rf: {Yom the lw1n7 
are,os. 
1he O.nfronce, lv 1h tt hou<;e lJ:JÇ cho.ngéd f-o °"'e 
o_fhof o..n_d. ond a . f o..r3e,_ cwrr 'jCArd was o._ddod 
th r,,..iv.ck !hti fo.m1iy_ v1rr1,10.(ly /w<Zd c0unJ11qr the 

· do.~~hme. ff 12re th<2 cOGk.1113 was clone o.fid_ 
th-0.. _waSJ11YIJ. As in o.rt hct1.,tff::Aofdf, tne pnvtdér/ 
wo~ 11rng arrorgerrr2YJt waf ohs,o! efe, . ond o t Bht-
a circufar mrzfoJ f:xJwl- c,Ja5 use cf 1n sf-tl,ad. . 
fh-L (.XJrenfr hod th f!Jr otNn bad roowt 6Y\ ih e frrst; 
f(oor, and fh.o. children sfept m1 1Vie 9row-iol 
1-foor. J!1ey Wl.rt afwo.Y,S cfeo..n and l.Jash<Zd, 
ancf fherr mofhar 5ee me é/ (a spV1d o.U her 

· nme wa~hin3 dofVte5 or cookin1. .. ··.:• ~ ' 
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entrance blockeci up 

pa~rn+ stla'N ~oot 

"no roof 
( chici<ens, goa:, straw) 
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as designed 
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Mohame/c! IS Q 3v~o.rd.Aa;1 o.t the, V~lle~ of 1Vtt cw.uns 
Ofld _h rt. 1s ofso n {-o..rmu-: 
He, /S f}10.rriec/ O.nd. h:Js -fhree Sent;,, oncl (fhe do.v.ghter t-:ho 
15 fYlurried . 

. -fhe., (::}cl r~S~ 5csn is at Coi ra ù nt vcrirt:t fratn Îr>J 1o he a dodo r 
H/s f:"Jf e JS a hv.rse. o.nd itNîk s 3 aa:;s Q (,,,}e,f:k of: C{ reo.rb'J 
·1;:çp1fùl . . , . . 
the {Af.c{e,, .Jam;lJ /~~-vi _<n Old Cjourna (},nh( 3 yeors o.go 
~d n_o w _/-'1ohaw1ea s. w1fe ord the. fwo ~au_n5er S-<tr'J s 
ftVe ln 1JV.S n'l'vLl, One{ he div/dt\ ~-S -hrn.t Joefwe.en 
fhe,m o.tld h.is rnofh t.d hûvlSC 1~ ano1Yitr p0-rt oJ IVew 
qou.rna. . 

Ctamo.l. /,1J 13 u 20.r cs1d Srt1 3ave me mc:st of hvis 
rn forrrv/i.iJ1 <VuJ (!,A,,,(nl(ij°(V,Ç Cup{. oJ .. sh ut ff e. 1oe, 5 1-o . 
J..v.xor SeLondo-t''j .Çch6Gf o.nd, 15 q,u1("t ~ood o.t €rigl1Sh, 
He, wcn k~ ver~1 ,1:•0-rd.. o.nd. J 't\nS a · <j rr'v\p .u-f hITTjS 
Undtr fY1e__ ê!CC}/j;(, (r:/if:.5 of7 fh<!.. roO.Ô OVthrde_ fhe 
v1Ua.g.e lv do J~1.is. Yion1et~;rr:k.. 
flpparer:!VJ '/he. fwo dorned rcornç r5i1 fnG 5rtrUnc1. flo:>r 
~f fernoit. as hwrcom an(f s-(or~ - in su mm e.r ln e 'j. f;{ rzep 
tn fl,.,e roorn cf qrêahst YJerght, C<J'"ld cho..noe .1-or the 

- " ..) J r 
~ta . 
Jh.e &!franc~ f~c1$ he.é_//J Jnovt.,d rt~ht ôVtr fu 1Yt e ofher 
~t_cfl q- fJ1e hoU5G, -fac1~ h~tj1rdc!{ o.t fhe, poci\cf f7rlL. 
v1lla3e. Oh~ hQs ID din1.b 6'.Jf:.:r a fooJ--:.. hA3h · t'r1Mc/ hnck 
5-f'ep Io ~ fJ"lrcX.«Jh (hrz.. r""-1d<. woodf111 door. 
1he place: 1S fJ!f, of. O.Vitr;r,cJ<; - ctoys, CoJ/ç, chickeYJ, 3eese)gooJ:, 
p13e,ons 0!7d d).,1_a\{ on~!. f"h0j s~e,n fv be e ve:;r:;vvh ere 
w(f) fh<f'v..qh f'nL lriô!ASC d-se_fl 15 ~l'e. cf e.o.n. 
, 'k ],,_ J J-: J 

1-<t fl 1n e oin.cr hotJ5t?..5 strOJ.1...J o..nd paf m. h o.ve been 1.,~sed 
fv ,caver a part o} the cowtyord f-o prov1è/a, rhodrz. 
a11 d n1 o. k. e, tt c.oo (, . 



,.___ 

1 

HAWARf 

' ",\ .. 
.. ''· 

sitting 
area -

oven 

water 
Ja~·c --

' ~J 

as designed , 1973 ground 
floor 

._... ' 

-

® 

store 

sugar 
ca~ 
store 
goats. 
hens. 
·straw 

palm +straw roof over rr1 

1 

palm+straw roof 

1973 first 
floor 

-



r 

... 

' 
~ 

. ~ ' . 

. ' 

\ 
. ~., ~. ) 

. ,, 

·' 

. ·-

J 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 



·~ 

Hot.Vaci /s a police.man who wc:irks qt fhe Pof 1èe 5to.f1on 
on -fhe mcûn ~oad oursi~ ~ fh e._ vrllo9e. . 
H~ r5 marn(l,d and f tu~s wdh his. v.Jtfe, three sons 
ond. -f11r~e daughrr,,rs. _ · 
We, 90!: fu kr.ow the, lJ,..o!e, famAIM vu~ t-:JftCl as tJ,.. e1 
-~Jera .~.Ar neorest neish_hours 1 olw~.Af) vJMhnq fu 9Lui ~S 
sh~q and food , o.nd SeV'ero/ .f-rmls ho.c( supper wrfh 

· f'11 eM. 

1h_;,::, enfcV.ie<f s;!fnq on ~e, Jtcor rtl1!nd q ârwfo.rfuhfe 
(ît1 w!tÂd'I. /,J05 bd'CJS cf hof- sou.p5 wilh fomafro. and 
poforoe and ~pinoch 1YJ. h-tem. (,Je, drpped. pf(Za.I 
of. hort'i e,~ mode · brw d rnfo fh e,~ e . Fn e,d n cé.. on d 
ptQ.Cl{ ?r cfiick0 and goo.( the~ a.ppeared, ond 
wri t11 d ed u..p w 1fh wp ~ cf r h ea . . 
J...urich l<Su.oJ(M covisists of !Yi~ brwd wtth goc.fç 
chl<ZSil o.nd -bri mlJ Sauce, Of\d e33s.,. a({ home 
prif..w.œd. . . . 
1fu2 l..,-.ashin5 ond {auflar~ faulihè-S prrv1ded o.renot 
used o.t aIL. 1h12 wome!] donot tooth.er fv hll CA.p 

-the fcmK. on -the nxf wkv<cfi wrruf d enoh{Q lhrzm 1-Q 
havg runnin3 VJafer [ if- 5tfJ ve~!.f J:oE: u..p (hQvej 
ord krz.ep a{I wo.ver t"vi wo.fe?,r JO:rs rn a cool poœ. 
fhe~ (if<.e 901rg had::.wardI an?- fOr0JorcH fu fh t2 
ui[{o.3e pump onv1 choH7113 wrth fht2 ofher 
tvornen. _ . . 

1he H (J.M)O.n hrl.tlsehol J '? real~ V..f\e et farm yard , one 
room fuP.rGn ovrt.Y by rol:?hf~, ono'fher hy <J.oors J-hens. 
Df7.e af?n:1œn a mum~ 9oof- ga,ve bJifh fo {c:;\Ar 
10d5 (Afwle fA1e tNere th-ere. -rhe mofh ~~ond efde)Jr 
dœ1;f1rerç bedrcom 0-?s {Lllf of i:cvJ1 bakQcl breod - f:Ylov_qh 
.fo (ast: 4-days- tl-s baked 1;1 -the. su.n aYJ r0'1.»1d paHG 
and. rehC2cJ-ed rn 1h é oven. ' 
No~~ cf' fhe · 3irls go tu srYicol, fhe Œf dec:;t sm is 
+rmniJ1J, 1o

1 
he o Lo.the orer~ OYJd the ofn (!_y +wo ore 

or st.hoo.,.. 
1J1ey fMW<Uf Yiere ]Yom IL<x:CSI 3 'jeors ago 
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The. Ahmed P.bdel !\ o:;sou.( neiofihourfiood tvQS lnreflded 
• . J • f cr a spzc1fic fatnJ!u grou.p, fhe, h2ad cf vJhom deodczd 

h~ pr<t.jé.r(-rd anoftlrz.r ·part of ihe urltaae when êt hoçf 
alnw.d.11 ht(l,f1 hwlt. 1h~ peop(e who tfv~ t?riere how JUst 
rnov~d th. tJe surveye,,d four ho1.,1çeç_ fh~ flfth ht1ri3 
!Dck.td up h0Xll1{iz !tee owner tvas a.woy. 

House- A. 
wh.o l(ves 
1/rrüf 1n 
<jourm. 

f)eton;s fo Om Hasan. S"he.- ts Q w1dow · 
here a/one, ond ha5 one sori wt.o fio5 
flsr,.Jan for '1 years. 5he. COmé- jrom Old 

Ha-1se 13. betc,nq:; fu Has:nn) son ef Pihmed. He i~ q 
{arm (!Jûr~er f/JJ10 ;1no;rec{_ frorr~ Cid_ qourno. wh<ln 
he- rno..med. -H~ /1urz_~ Wrfh h.1.i l-Jtj.e. 0J1d lrHte grrL. 

House c bf-forgs rv Sohra. ffr::I husbo.rid. d1ad) Sô 

shri. «J.rnc ,'tJ NtlltJ Cocuna. from ex d Cfctu:na . He.r 
husb~ r .-~e.co11d wij12 h.a d a s-on wJ-.6 fr;. 1n -fhe army 

1 

so. fus w0ic came b f 1v~ tvif-A hér ond h-tr tour 
chlfdmn. 

Housé:: Ç> he!Jongr; .fo l<c-h. H<Z- Js rflo.rn~d o..nd ha5 · 
fY1r~~ ch t!dry-n .. fl<l. 9afh~r5 htr-d dropp1nqs o.nvl r~as 
1Aem o.r J-fZrhf m~r 

None, <J-" 1h~ hO()S,<'.,Ç have_ rv.nni:11 woJer o.r1v< hnÎ<lrJ 
as 1nt01dcq - fhit'j t,ver(!, nlv(lr fi111sh~cJ œ; plannf!,d. 
~tl washrr3. is dûn<Z in re~hts, ond wo.rer k eçt 
1t1 water rars. 
Rs a{/ f1"'e.,J pq_,_op! e are, poor- fh~ guv:t room 5 
C<tOS(!,, fo j-uncJ-1on. 
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,__.:.~ c v"l~ !··.-~ f "r .;_ - ~-. - i·,:-1 r-. 
(NOTES ON) 8 AERAT---A VILLAGE NE AR GOURfl!A 

We spent soma time while at.Gournà,visiting adjacent villages and 

comparing houses~lifestyles,planning and climatic solutions with those of 

Gour na. 

The villages we uisited were actually· small hamlets making up the large 
A 

village of Baerat, ~hich stretches over about 5000 feddans(including cul-

tivated land).There are II such parts to Baerat,aach houeing about 1000 

peôple and each with its own mosque.These parts are further broken down 

into BEDANAS or neighbourhood groups comprising 5-IO families.(This 

subdivision played a major part in the planning of Gourna).The bedanas 
. 
are fairly well defined and the families have grouped themselvas over a 

period of tlme - organic growth from one house to another. 

There are two primary schools in the whole of Baerat,secondary schools and 

trade schools are in auxor,across the river. 

Baerat has a chief who keeps law and order and punishes people in his own 

waw when they do wrong.He chooses a man from each part of the village 

who acts as a deputw and keeps him informed of events in his particular 

are a. 

As in Gourna,the population is of fairly mixed occupation • . 

The houses in the village are built vary close together with spaces between 

as narrow as I or 2 matres and much closer than in New Gourna where the 

min. space is 6 metres wide.The narrow and winding streets are very pleasant 

and interesting to walk in as the houses and walls completely shade them 

fr6m the sun,even at midday,which was the only time we had available to go 

vi?iting.Suddenly a street would widen out into a small communal courtyard 

or pump area,surrounded by houses,where the women gather to get watGr.Then 

one would pass through a small gap in the wall and into another short 

winding strees.Open,close,open,close ••••• 

The streets of the whole area seem very clean,unlikeNew Gourna.Thore ara 

no anirnals er strew,mainly because the animals are kopt in privats court-

~ ,'" ( ."'.(! ".': 
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yards within the house complex and also because the streets era far tao. 

narrow to contain animals as well as people and the occasional donkey 

cart or bicycle.This makes for the fact that there can be no extensions 

out into the street as well.Each bit of street is kept clean by the occurants 

of that house which fronts onto the street and,as the streets are narrow 

the whole length is kept clean,whereas in Gourna,the people tend to clean 

ohly a small patch in front of their entrance and do not bother about the 

rest of the street. 

In ~aerat, as the streets are ao cool,there is a fair ammount -~f activity 

going on all the time and people often sit in doorways,talking,washing, 

cooking,grinding corn etc • 

. 
In Gourna there seems ta be very little shelter from the sun and the heat 

--there are very few trees and no palm trees at all.Some trees were planted 

and have grown very well but the lar§e open spaces are totslly devoid af 

vegetation.In a fe~ interasting cases however,it seems that soma people 

were actually trying to grow plants and .small palm trees outside their homes. 

In the adjacent villages there is an abundance of palm trees growing in 

courtyards, houses,streets,and public spaces,sri that there is always greenery 

and shade. 

If the village is toc big or too crowded and claustrophobic,or because 

of family quarrels or petty jealousies or marriage,the villager looks for 

somewhere else to build his house and moves to or starts a•suburb' or 

small hamlet nearby 

~~~ 

/ 

If the land belongs to him the man can build what ha wants whera he wants 

and need net ask for permission from the chief. 

If he does not own the land he must buy land or ask the owner for permission 



~ 

-....__ / 

to build on his land. 

THERE IS NO PLANNING BY THE VILLAGERS other than that dictated by family 

clusters or bedanas or the distance from the mosque.(each hamlet has its 

~ 
awn mosque,with the main mosque for Baerat in the centre.) 

THE HDUSE: After having decided on his requirements,the villager will 

get a mason from the area ta build his house for him.This is usually out 

of mud-brick,(sometimes out of fired brick if he can afford it_ ) flat roofed, 

with small,high windows,dark,cool rooms and seperate courtyards for live-

stock and cooking and washing,wholly or partly roofed over with straw. 

Any wood used in the construction usually belongs to the owner and cornes 

from trees on his land.In many casas the roofs in Baerat are made of branches 

stripped palm stalks and straw,sometimes covered with a l~yer of mud eg. 

bn:tnch or Ji p=i 1""' 
+t1..1nl.:. on end . 

~;:;;··;--:-; :· -~.·- .. ~-~ ..... :.·:·.:.::·.:;;--::;.:.:::::·;·;".•y.-:::·:·:· .. 

~ --..'Ç) 
~" 1 .au.~ 

- --=-- ==-:::::::::::: . -.-

<:; . ./ ' [,. ; '•\ 

t'YlUd la~er 
..sh-aw 
palM leoif st-alt.s 

4 pa}WI -J-r~n-/::. 

Sometimes the treads of stairs are wood re-inforced.Ooors are made out 

of thick,roughlr hewn pieces of wood • 

The whole appearance of the house inside is f airly spacious and very much 

cleaner and more organised than in Gourna.Animals are absent from the 

''°' 
living areas and guest roorn--they have their own area. !-.. ~' .,.·~,~ '- " 

The ovens used for baking bread a d the whole technique of baking the bread 

is the same as in Go~rna. 

The difference to Gourna is that in these villages each part of the house 

has a specific function which has been worked aut by the owner himself and 

not someone else,although one must remember that Hassan rathy had designed 

the houses originally for specifis familias. 

There is much more coherence in the jigsaw of roofs and courtyards and 

terraces and streets which make up a srnall hamlet tham in Gourna. 
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A very strange and wonderful phenomenon exists of p3ssing frorn a street 

through a courtyard,archway,house,courtyard to a street -0gain.There seems 

to be no transition between public and private spaces,which seem ta drift 

from one to the other. 

All houses are not more than one storey(in most cases the roofs are used as 

well)and overlook each other on many levels,with communication across 

~: 
roofs,from one level to the other. 

Three houses were studied in detail I. The house of Ahmad Hussein 

b<Zdro()(Y) 
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OLD GOURNA NEW GOURfJ/\ ? 

What would the Gournis have left behind had the~ all moved out of Old 

Gourna ta live in the new village? 

Main!~ they wouid have lest their livelihood,which was largely tomb robbing 

and the manufacture of forgeries.Also,they would have lost their homes and 

village clusters ~ith which they had become so familier and would have 

had to' adapt to new surroundings and a new building type,vault and doms 

{wnich does not exist in the traditional villages of the area although 

it is very good as a construction method and is climatically very sound 
+- i ~,,_·c ('> e-r 

and not subject to fires as rnuch as the usual straw roofed houses.) 

If it w~ra not for these factors they would probably be more ready to 

move to the site of New Gourna.Old Gourna stretches over several kilometrss 

in a long band of scattered clusters of houses built out of the tombs 

of the Nobles on the hillsides of The Cemetery of Thebes~This is a very 

hard and rugged stretch of land as has b~en mentioned before-dry and hot, 

the sun beats down all day long and radiates off the rocks of the cliff 

face.The soil accepta virtually no vegetation. 

In comparison New Gourna is much closer to Luxor and.is situated in the 

midst of cultivated land in the valley.It is much cooler and on the whole 

a more agreeable place 

Most people who had originally lived in Old Gourna and had moved to the 

new village gave as their reasons for leaving thet it wes tao hot up on 
. ~ 

the hill and much more pleasant down in the valley. 

As it is,nothing much has changed and Old Gourna continuos as it did 28 

years aga. 

It would be interesting to see what would happen if the authorities opened 

up the remainder of the land constituting the total site of New Gourna , 

for people ta build their houees on:· 
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How would they build and how would they relata ta the buildings already 

there? 
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We did net see any attempts at building vaults and dames other than at 

.i 
New Gourna. 

An attempt has been made to graft something totally nsw into an old structur 8 

something a great deal more thought out and a vast improvement on the 

usual government grid-iron schemes of re-settlement.It seems that Gourna 

still has•nt quite made i~ - bu~ it's on its way there. 
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