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INTRODUCTION,

'Architectural Feedback', that is analysing the
performance of & project after it has been in use

for some time, is an excercise whose wvalue is

widely accepted but seldom carried out,

Studying & rural situation to establish guidelines

for designing in such areas is an even rarer event.
Our stay at New Gourna provided us with an opportunity

to do both,



NEW GOURNA ~-== COMPARATATIVE STUDIES

The village of New Gourna is now about 28 ysars old.It differs from the
neighbouring villages in that it yas built according to a specific plan
drawn up and following the concepts eof Prof. Hassan Fathy.We spent three
weeks living in one of the houses in the village,building a small mud-
brick house and carrying out a visual survey of New Gourna,in particular f
sight of the houses within it.
The idea eof the survey was primarily to compare New Gourna as it is today
with (a) New Gourna as it was 28 years ago according to Prof.’fathy's

| design concepts,

(b) Neighbouring,traditional,unplanned villages eg. parts of Baerat.

(c) 0l1d Gourna,Ikme away,still growing out of the Tombs of the Nobles
and whidh by now should have been evacuated and sll the inhabitants moved
to N.Gourna,if all had gone according to the governments original
intentions,
This brings one to: mention the history of New Gourns,why 1t was designad

and why only a gquarter of it was eventually built,

0ld Gourna,as stated above,is sited on the hillsides comprising part of
the Cemetery pf Thebes.At the time of construction,7000 people lived in’

the five hamlets which make up 0ld Gourna.These people almost. entirely

depended for their existancs on tomb robbery,which had been started by

their fathers fifty years hefoee,

The immediate environment is arid and hot and could not support all thess
people and adjacent farmland was mostly farmed by rich landowners and
innaccesible'tc the Gournis. |

Because of the loss of a great number d? priceless treasures which were
found by the vil;agers anq sold off cheaply to the dealers in the city,
the Dept. of Antiquities responsible for the Cemetery of Thebes,decided

that theiqhdls village had to be moved and the srea taken over coaompletely

- by the Govt.It was estimated that Imillion Egyptian pounds would cover the
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cost of designing and building a new village I km awzay towards ths river

and Luxor,on a field kept permanently free from flood waters by a system

of dikes.The ném village was to house 900 families,which meant that in the
time allocated,30 houses,or at least 3 family neighbourhoods,had to be built
per month.This was to be New Gourna.

However,making plans and carrying them through are two different things.

The inﬁabiténts mighﬁ-not necessarily wish to move as one would want them

to and perhaps the reasons given do not satisfy them,

Is it right to move people from their homes and familiar surroundings to

a totally nsw esnvironment?

Prof. Fatﬁy explains the rsasons for the villagers' rsluctance to move in
his book,Gourna——A‘téle of two villages. '*First,the patriarchal system
is very strong and everybody obeys the heads of families,who,in Gourns,
were tomb robbers.They were both feared and respected by the people,and

they'QSEd their-poaef'to breserve their trade.They had neo intention of

giving vp their nice,profitable,squalid houses in the cemetery with

.

treasure waiting to be mined under their floors,to move to a new,hygeinic
beautiful village away from the tombs.Second,ths Gournis are all closely -

inter-rslated and no-one would fail to support a family cheif in any enter-
4
prise.!'?

3

All this opposition led to the village being flooded twice -by breaking ths

A’ .
dike and letting the Nile waters in,

This had a great effect on the land Gourna was being built on,which had been
dry for thirty years,so that the earth was hard and compact.After the flood-
ing,enormous cracks(at times three metres deep and fifty cm wide)appeared

oﬁ the land

ttSince the subsoil water rises svery year to within 2 metres of the surface
and thes foundations of the ho;ses in Gourna wers of the customery strip
type,made of rubble masonry and earth mortar,laid in trenches Im 50cm
deep,each houss woula be sitting on a thin crust of soil floating on liquid

nud. The cracks would allow the soil te slide laterally and the houses
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themselves would certainly:crack."L

This in fact did happen.to most of the buildings in Gourna.

Apart from the difficulties with the Gournis,Prof. Fathy encountered in-
creasing obstruction from the Antiquities Dept.It seems as if all interest in
the project had died and as much as possible was done to stop the
continuation of Gourna.After repeated attempts by Hassan Fathy to obtain
support from various other departments for the continuation of the project
work eventually ground to a halt.

Only a quarter aof the village had begen built.A large number of the completed..

Wil

buildings were public buildingsj;mosquse,Khan,crafts school,markét place, yﬂh
e,
boys and girls primary school,theatre---these now stand deserted and unused,;

,
[

and decayed,a total waste of the materials and the money gone into building
them!{As for the rest of the village,the fsw houses that had been built

were taken over largely by families for whom they were not originally
intended for and have bee; changed and adapted over the years to suit the
needs of these families.

Prof. Fathy Bad conceived of.building.up‘new crafts and self-~sufficiency
within the village.fFor a time,while he was there to supervise the
proceedings,, his ideas were carried out.New crafts were established and
public buildings were used.But on his departure no-one continued this work
and the crafts died out. |
Now,after sa much time,no more houees have been put up,the village has not
grown and 0l1d Gourna still gxisté; |

Yet Gourna cannot just be pushed aside as an inﬁeresting failure.lt was our
intention in the survey of the village to ses why and where and how the

project had failed,conceptually,enviraonmentally and structurally and to

try; to learn as much as possible from the mistakes which had been made.
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VISUAL SURVEY OF THE VILLAGC OF NEW GOURN

The study of Gourna necessitated on the cne hand walking through the streets
of the village with camera and pad,noting structural additions,use of space
grouping of families and success or failure of original concepts.0On the
other hand it meant drinking down innumerable glasses of syrupy suweet tea
whilst trying to. communicate in very broken Arabic and very broker English
and much gesticulation with the 8 families whose homes we studied in detailf
Oon ouf survey of the village wse had to bear in ﬁind the fact that so few
houses had been built and that most of them were now occupied by families
they were not specifically designed for.Also,due to the floodiagsf'mcst of
the buildings had cracked and had subsequently been plastered over in

those places,giving the impression of a certain ammount of delapidation,

We did observe that most of the families had extended or added on to theit
houses,sithsr by constructing a2 mud brick wall outside their door and

making an external courty;rd,uhich usually housed animals,or acted as an
extra cooking and washing aesa,or by adding on another level te -their hause

or merely by building a small mastaba or seat outside their entrance,

so that thet piece of street outside their house somehow became an intergral —
part of their house.This,they-could very easily do,as,sesmingly contrary to

his conceptsN,Prof. Fathy had designed extremely wide streets and large open

spaces which did not work well climatically or environmentally--most open
spaces-were very hot and dusty and consequently very empty (this fact

can also partly be attributed to bnly a quarfsr of the village being built) "~
Another ver? important peint that we noticed was the great number of ;f
animals tethered oﬁtside in the streets and 1iving inside the houses;at. B
times occupying what Hassan Fathy had designed as the guest room and even

at times occupying the whole of the upper floor.This led to a great many

environmental ofshoots,eg. an insupporteble number of flies and many great

d E Ay% .
mounds of straw and accumulatedighft)all over the placs.

e
BN

For somse reason:it seemed that some families had not used the special =
mangers or stables Hassan Fathy had provided in the design of each house,

or elss necded to extend these into other parts of the house,
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Consequently many of tha‘uindous and doors on the ground floor had been
blocked up -~ as these corréépondad to the roome where animals wers kept,
There were alsao other reasgons for blocking-up cpeningsy view,privacy,sun
and wind.(When the housss were built it was essumsd that the villagars
would fill in the windows themsslves using wooden shutters.However,most
of them arse too poor to afford the very scarce wood and it is more convenien:
for them to just block up the windows and doors permansntlys

It was actually a fantastic experience coming out of the blinding midday
heat -and entesring a totally blocked up dark,cool room.

The specially designed pump house was not uaed and was decayiﬁé slowly
and filling up with straw.ye asked BRYeoseeenstit?s brokenseeses? and
presumably no-~ons could fix it.As it was,thé two community water supplies
were a tap and a pump situated ocut in the apen in the heat and wuwere
switched on by the authorities only at certain times of the day.Other
pumps,3 or 4 of them,belogged to individual families who allowed other
familiee to use them if they needed to.

The carefully desigred washing arrangements inside the houses were not

_ used by any of the families we visited,or,it seems,by any of the families
iﬁ the village,and were also filling up with pots and pans and straw.

The easiest and simplest method of carrying and storing water is still

in the large water jars carried by the women on their heads.It seems that
if one is to introduce a new,more hygeinic system into the traditional
lifestyles of peopls,it. is of fundamental importance to educate them into
realizing the édvanfages to be gained and to accept it.If this is not done
thén it seems’obvious that. these people will retdrn to their much used,
more secure and reliable methods.

New Gourna has changea over the years.This changs,which started out of
such strange circumstances,hzs been an alteration,addition and adaption

to various elements of the village and the home.We ask ourselves what woul®
have happened and what would Gourna look like now if &he whole village

had been built and all the people had moved in and everything had been
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—water pump, extensions

NEW GOURNA -1973
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started and continued aécofding to Hassan Fathy's concepts,instead of
ideas being cut off before they could really be put to the tesﬁiThera are
a great many lessons to be learnf from Gourna,especially from the people
living tHere.For in actual fact,it is they who make the village what it is
and they who are continuing to mould if according to THEIR needs.

Gourna is still very young in comparison to neighbeouring villages and
still has a long way to: go before it can satisfy all the needs of its

inhabitants as these traditional villages so naturally do.
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AHMED AND FARIDA @

blocked windows

@ hens cow ducks, paim+ straw +mud
goats , straw roof - for baking
bread, and animals
as designed 1973 ground 1973 first -

ground floor floor floor




Ahmed 15 the o({(age uardion and earns LIOE o month
for his work. He and “lus wite, femida _ere 'U@(;Z |
helpful  making sure that we Wore a(r]zi\(f N anr house.
7}’12({ have {UU\f UHle boyS - (o Q,L them _ ere blonde -
wllh very cheaky gnns, and C/JW&AjS dzr;Z, and ap fo
mischief;

a real handful {for their. mother ,
Ferridg toas always wp ner c,y e n work ond ook
pacticutarty  house:proud . Animal/S

were all ouer the rlace,
and ke all e otker houses, tre rooms given over
o them were calways clean ond had gﬁ/ef'/a straus
M Me ground , oand” they were well (oo ed affer
Nearly oll  tne vllagers  are very poor and rely gn

ther™ animals for foed, as well as  Hourr 04 one

of My USIK kb Fernda  she was  making a sweel

with “her four nstead of e normal fi/v/sa/cec/ bread.
She mixed te Hovr and waker mb o dou h, and
rolled «F very 4y

Y finely on o round wooden table
with_a  long tnin diceden roflin

vith g pin. She then fdded
(r like o poncke ,and shredded if extremely finely.
$he pul a bad o water m e primus sdve, obo
placed  The _ shredded dough in @ pan_ on fop of if
crvered Wit a donp dbth, leking it sheam for

a {ew minutes. I was then mated wifh swaopr
oand eaken pilh o speo. The bab

v foved £ !
The balag was aliowed o ol alf gver tug ploce
and  home  Seemed b nohite e

{28 flies all over
hS dace ,in Ms  eyes ond rmoutn | os with oll e

other (zjounj children n fag uk(ldg@. :




REZG

as designed
ground floor

' ' [ traw roof
mud brick extension paim+ Straw r

built up wall  palm +
blocked entrance straw roof

1973 ground 1973 first
floor floor
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NEW GOURNA -REZG - courtyard extension



Reg Wortks ot the Winfer Palace Hotel in lLuxor: He 1S
married and kas four Sons. The eldest s  Nasser who
5 9 yeas od, a very happy bo? who we nick-
named” "qird" - meaning “monkey. HIC mother (S
a very ~domineerng woman, cbviously e head
3{,1‘:’1@ house hold (n - domeshe maHar_z .
WS hause was quife an  excephion - ik had e/ecfn‘c/(y
and was Spo{(ess(7 dean, and organised. Rooms
had a spedhc ’purpose  and fie animals  had thar
own  space, and  kept apart  from the lwing
areas.
The erbrance b te house was changéd +o e
omer end, ond a larde ceurt yard was added
m  which  the /f(lm:ly virtually ~ lwed  dunng e
day-time . ttere e cookind was done and
it Washing. As h ol households, the prvided
washing — arf enont was obsolefe, and a tent-
a cirtular pieral bowl - as used Insread. .
The parents had  (heir own bedroom o the firsg
fioor, and tne children slept on tie ground
floor. They were always clean and washed,
ancl thair mothor seemed (v spend all her

- tHimg WGShfny dothes or cook{ng.
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MOHAMED O©OMER @

sugar 'cane 4p
store

- pain+stran roof.

;:‘N

-

% no roof
(chickens, goat, straw

as designed

- chickens, geese, ducks

1973 ground
floor

1973 first
floor

1




NEW GOURNA - OMER- courtyard. roofed

over




Mohamed 5 a quardian  al  the \/a{le% of the Queens
and he is also a jarmes - ‘

He 5 morried  ard  has three sons, and e daughter sho
15 merried. o _

he edest s is at Caro Universis, %/"a/n}ny fo be a doctor:
Hs wite 15 a nurse ad wiks 3 5/ s a week o o reard
hogiral. 9/ J
The, wihdle }amii\f lived (n O Gourna  unhl 3 yeors ago

ond now  Mohdineds wite ard e fwo yaunger sens

hve In fus hnke, and he  divides s “hme beaeen
them andJys moners  hause in - areter part oF New

Gourna. _

Gamal | his 3 vezar ddd sm gave me meost Of fngs
informehm cver” pumers agsof Tshea” He “goes fo
huxor  Setolldary Scheo!  and | IS qude  good ot & glish,

- He kg varf/—:s_ra and jans o ‘tjr%v\p of bcnjy
under e eleamc [ights w1 te road oubside tme

village o do his - homewnk .

/Ilopare;cn.‘bj e fuo domed rcomS o e 3mmo( Hoor
arernalt ¥ qs  becdroom and sfore - [ summer fhey sleep
. e roon o gredrest peight, and change fof the
winter .

The entrance Fal been moved nort over bo tae ofher
side g e house, tatng e fields ab e back ¢ e
village.  one has b dinnh cver fool> high - mud bnck

step o dnker farcugh the ik wooden “door
The place i3 Foll of T anitnalS - dogs, cals. chicken, qeess, goal,
pigeons and duks. and ey seem fo pe everynhert
ey haugh e house c’rse{]ﬁ s qude  cean. :
“ike the ofher houses  Shraw and palm here been ycad

fo ver a part gf fhe Cwryard o provide shadg

L

and make & cool.




HAWAR @

blocked window,

—

palm +straw roof over rrr

son

store
//

ﬁ]vr,: ~tH1 -
. - A/ Bl
cale A ?."-

store sumMel

Sleepir
goats, -
hens
straw

" }
mastaba palm+straw roof

-

\'\\\h
as designed , 1973 ground 1973 first
floor floor
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GOURNA -HAWARI - courtyard

and 'iwan’




Howarr s a po!:ccman who wWorks alt the pPolice 5faf16q
on the mam road outside the u{((Qge

He s marrted and [wes with s w(fe ﬁw‘@@ soas

. and three daughters.

We got & Know™ fhe whole farmu ZAWC(L as ey
were - oar nearese hewhbours | olw gue ug
“shea' and feod | and severo| Fim 65 ha Su,aper ith
“fem. _

This enraded su% m the flecor reund a crador fable
;n which was banls of hol soups with tormako . and
po/’d#oz and Spmach m fmem. We dipped pleces
of homt maode bread info  these . ﬁved nce and
pt(ld& dj/ chicken and gook, fhen appeared, ond
we ed up with cups F sheq’

Aunm usual onsIstS of e bread wt(h oof’s‘
chiese and cr'dj sauce , ond €995, all home
produced. . .

The washin ng and laundry  fadlihes  previded arenct
used ok all”. The womeh donot hother fo kil up
e funk on fhe mg‘ Whach wald enable them

have running water ( iF gers veray hot up (herz

ard keep @l oker in Cwater (dis n Q@ ol place.
%ey (ke gorg backwardS and. forpordS fo the

ulltge pump and chating with e other

LJOMERN.

The Hawan heusehod s reauj Uke o rm ard | one
room {faken over by rabbirs, ancther b oof’S atbems
one af/'emo(m a mumimy gock  Gane M% o four
Kids W/e we were ﬂlel’; The mothersand eldesk
daugakers bedroom was full of hClA)Oj baked bread - eyou ,/4
fo last H-days- aFs baked i {ne sun on rownd p
and  reheaked” 11 the oven.

Nehe & the qils go fo Shhool, te eldest s s

”Lfa/m//y o he o Lathe operarex, ond the other two are
G/’ 56/1004,

They moed here fom luxst 3 Years ago




HOUSE A OM HASAN
HOUSE B HASSAN e
HOUSE C SABRA »
HOUSE P KOH

AHMED ABDEL RASSOLL

NEIGHBOURHOOD AS PLANNED
BY THE ARCHITECT




Ahmed Abdel Rassoul

1973 -

NEW GOURNA
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NEW GOURNA -1945-Ahmed Abdel Rassoul Area
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NEW GOURNA -1973-Ahmed Abdel Rassoul Arec




The Ahmed Redel Rasoul  neighbourhood  was  mtendod
for a speafic family  group | the head of whom  decidod
he preferced  anotfier"part of te uvilloge when it had

already  peen bwill. The peopie who five there now Just
moved (. e Surveyed  four houces, the filtn /06//77

locked wo  pecause 912 owner was away.

House A. helongs 1o Om Hasan. She 1s a widows -
who lives here” done, and has one son who has
ved in Aswan for 7 years. She. come from Old
Gourm.

House B. beiorgs o Hasan | son of Ahmed. He (s q
farm werker who moved from Gld Gourre tihen
ne maried . fle lweS win W wije and itle qirl,.

House C  belongs fo Schra. Her hushand —died, so
she ©me & New Gourmna from Oold Gowrna . Her
hushands  second wife had a son whe s (n e army,
So WS wije came b lwe with her and her four
children.

House ©  hbelongs # Keh. He s mamed  and has
three cnidren.” tie qathers bird droppings and sells
them as fetilrzer ,

Nene & the houses  have fumning waker and Flgks
as mrended - tneu  were never Hnished  as planned.
Al was/wif/ 1S “done in teshts and warer Kept
n waker jofs.

As all tne people are peor the guest rooms

Cease fo funchion .







A. OM HASAN

as designed
ground floor

pigeons

grain store

packed mud constr

o
AP blocked windows blocked door to stable

1973 first floor

straw roof

; empty - no roof

straw
roof quer
entrance

blocked holes
in dome
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NEW GOURNA-MAZIARA'- water storage




B. HASSAN

- 1973 ground

floor

b blocked window

blocked S8
window .

\\

1973 first
floor

—

{ all rooms
roofless )

animal

straw
roof over
entrance
passage




as designed-ground floor

1973 first floor

blocked windows

1973 ground floor
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I NEW GOURNA - SABRA - courtyard, alcove, oven







D. KOH

blocked
windows

entrance t'o
stable blocked

as designed-ground 1973 ground floor
floor

blocked holes in dome

i “‘\ \! \J
N U upstairs empty, roofless.
rooms used for summer

sleeping only

“2 B
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1973 first floor
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BAERAT VILLAGE - narrow, blind’ streets
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(NOTES ON)BAERAT===A VILLAGE NEAR GOURNA

We spent some time while at. Gourna,visiting adjacent villages and
comparing houses,lifestyles,planning and climatic solutions with thoss of
Gourna,

The villages we visited were actually small hamlets making up the large
village aof Baerat, which stretches-over ébout 5000 Feddané?including cul-
tivated land).There are II such parts to Baerat,sach housing about. 1000
peépleﬁand each with its own mosque.Thesé parts ars further broken douwn
into BEDANAS or neighbourhood groups comprising 5~I0 families;kThis
subdivision played a major part in the planning of Gourna).The bedanas
;re fairly weil defined and the families have grouped themselves over a
period of time - organic growth from cne house to another.

There are two primary schools in the whols QF'Baerat,secondary schools and
trade schools are inAnuxog,across the river. .

Baerét has a chief who keeps law and orQBr and punishes psople in his cun
way, when they do wrong,He chooses a man from each part of the village

who acts as a deputy and keeps him informed of events in his particular
area.

As in Gourna,the populaticn is of fairly mixed occupation.

%he houses in the village are built very close together with spaces between
as narrow as I or 2 metres and chh closer than in Nsw Gourna where the

min, spece is 6 metres wide.The narrow and winding streets ére very pleasant
and interesting to walk in as the houses and walls completely shade them
from the sun,even at midday,which was-the oniy time we had available to go
visiting.Suddenly a street would widen out into e small communal courtyard
Or pump area,surrounded by houses,ghere the women cpather to get watsr.Then
one would pass through a small gap in the wall and into asnother short
winding strees.0Open,close,open,closSB.....

The streets of the whols area seem very clean,unlikeNew Gourna.Thore are

‘no animals ar strazw,mainly hecause the animals are kept in private court-
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closed wistas i
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yards within the house complex and also because the streets era far too
narrow to contain animals as well as people and the occasional donkey

cart or bicycle.This makes for the fact that there dan be no extensions

out into the strest as well.Fach bit of street is kept clean by the occupants
of that house which fronts onto the strest and,as the streets are narrou

the whole length is kept clean,whereas in Gourna,the people tend to clean
only a small patch in front of their entrance and do not bother about ths
rest of the streeot,

In Baerét, as the streets are so cool,there is a fair ammount of activity
going on all the time and people often sit in doorways,talking,washing,
cooking,grinding corn stc,

In Gourna there seems to be very little shelter from the sun and the heat
-=-there are very few trees and no palm trees at all.Some trees were planted
and have grown very well QUt the large open spaces are totslly devoid of
vegetation.,In a few intersesting cases}houever,it seems that some peopls

were actually trying to grow plants and small palm trees outside their homes.
In the adjacent villages there is an abundance of palm trees growing in
courtyards, houses,streets,and public spaces,so that thers is always greenery

and shade,

»

If the village is too big or too crowded and claustrophobic,or because
oé family quarrels or petty jealousies or marriage,the villager looks for
somewhere else to build his house and moves to or starts at'suburb' or

small hamlet nearby

If the land belongs to him the man can build what he wants where he wants
and need not ask for permission from the chief.

If he does not own the land he must buy land or ask the owner for permission




to build on his land.
THERE IS NO PLANNING BY THE VILLAGERS othser than that dictated by family
clusters or bedanas or the distance from the mosque.(2ach hamlet has its

aun mosque,with the main mosque for Baerat in the centre.)¥

THE HDUSE: After having decided on his requirements,the villager will

get a mason from the area to build‘his house for him.This is usually out

of mud-brick,(sometimes ou£ of fired brick if he can afford it. ) flat roofed,
with small,high windows,dark,cool rooms and seperate courtyards for live-
étock and cooking and washing,wholly or partly roofed over with straw;

finy wood used in the censtruction usually belongs to the ounerband comes

from trees on his land.In many cases the roofs in Baerat are made of branches

stripped palm stalks and straw,sometimes covered with a layer of mud eg.

< ~ : .
R et Tt s e e eaud layer
—————— Shraw
T — palm leal stalks
+runk on end. — e =z P2

- Sometimes the treads of stairs are wood re-inforced.Doors are made out
of thick,roughly hewn pieces of wood .
The whole appearance of the house inside is fairly spacious and very much

-

cleaner and more organised than in Gourna.Animals are absent from the

~

[EN R

living areas and guest rdom--they have their own area.
The oueés used for baking bread a d the whole technique of baking the bread
is ths same as in Gourna.

The difference to Gourna is that in these villages each part of the house
has a specific function which has been worked out by the owner himself and
not someone else,although one must remember that Hassan Fathy had designed
the houses originally for specifis familises,.

There is much more coherence in the jigsaw of roofs and courtyards and

terraces and streets which make up a small hamlet tham in Gourna.
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A very strange and wonderful phenomenon exists of passing from a street

throuéh a courtyard,archway,house,courtyard to a street again.There seems

to be no transition hetween public and private speces,uwhich seem to drift

from one to the other.

All houses are not more than one storey(in most cases the roofs are used zs
| well)and overlook each other on many levels,with communication across

i

roofs,from one level to the other.,™

Three houses were studied in detail 1, The house of ahmed Hussein
2. The house of the Magistrate

3. The house bailt by Haggag,the mason.
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OLD GOURNA - dry, barren, hillside
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OLD GOURNA -typical housing cluster
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BLD GOURNA NEW GOURWNA 7

What would the Gournis have left behind had they all moved out of 0ld
Gourna to live in the new village?
Mainly: they would have lost their livelihood,which was largely tomb robbing
and the manufacturg of forgeries.Also,they would have lost their homes and
villege clusters with which they Had become so familiar and would have
had to: adapt to new surroundings and a new building type,vault and dome
(which does not sxist in the traditional.villages of the area although
it is very good as a construction method and is climatically very sound

&1 2ee oier

and not subject to fires as much as the usual straw roofed houses,)

.
-

If it ware not for these factors they would probably be more ready to
move to the site of New Gourna.0ld Gourna stretches over several kilometres
in a long bhand of scattered clusters of houses built out of the tombs
of the Nobles on the hillsides of The Cemetery of Thebss.This is a very
hard and rugged stretch of land as has been mentioned before-dry and hot,
the sun beats down all day long and radiates off the rocks of the cliff
fece.The soil accepté virtuelly no vegetatiaon.
~In comparison New Gourna is much closer to Luxor and.is situated in the
midst of cultivated land in the valley.It is much cooler and on the wvhole
a more agreeable placs

Most people who had originally lived in 0ld Gourna and had moved to the
new village gave as their reasons'For leaving thet it wes too hot up on
the hill and much more pleasant down in the \1::1].1&3),'.;,‘~
As it is,nothing much has changed and 0ld Gourna continues as it did 28
years ago,

It would be interesting to see what would happen if the authorities opened

“up the remainder of the land constituting the total site of New Gourna ,

. ~ Vo L e e
pooah o e G v Loming ooy e

for people to build their houses on.

[RR I

How would they build and how would they relate to the buildings already

there?




We did not see any attempts at building vaults and domes other than at

New Gourna}

An attempt has been made ta graft something totally new into an old siructure

something a great deal more thought out and a vast improverent oan
usual government grid-iron schemes of re-settlement.It ssems that

still has'nt quite made it - but: it's on its way thers.
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