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"Write 'Rahmani, not" Kumhaar) the most vocal of the group of younghen running the
small kiln insists. "Sure" I say, having not considered putting them down as Kumhars, .
the name of the workders co- opera%;gh that owneg and ran the kiln. After all

kumhaars are prehymenial types,the donkey owners who work carrying bricks in kilns

and generally act as transporters oFXthings a donkey can carry."Kumhar, is no name

of a clan, or to give a clan anyway" grumbles another in punjabie to his fellow

!
Rahmani 5

Later with some more questioning I discover, these young owner-workers are indeed
Kumhaars - who Tike many of their fellowshaveafter yearsiworking as menial donkey
meq/banded in small groups to start and earn the fruits of their own kilns. Hence
forth, with their slight rise in accupation, they object to be called by their
common donkey associated name of kumhaar and have (resumed?) their clan name of
Rahmani. With perhaps at best only 032;;§>e1y literate in their groups, with the
vaguest of business sense, starting the kiln without knowing whether at the end of
tre mapleing A bovean J} ench o ddifious) roud
the season they will turn up a prof1t or 1loss f1nanc1ng%gach step ahead of bricks
being—fired.by the sales of thh last row of bricks thastooled and-were.solds

{OWn

these social economic prioneers attempt the leap from the 2nd lowest pay-of the
Seamd
rural menials, ladder to the Jlowest rung in the rural '1ndustr1a1‘ entrepreuners \addec,

(Mhe sidkeewmatmsleers are of s lowsest vurgln This latrer elass)
,siraiajA‘They learnt what they did from working in kilns, from relatives in Sind
where such kilns preceded those 1in Punjab)and introduced and spread them through
out Punjab. Thus they are pioneers and iqgvators - "technology transferers" in
the full sense of the won4d)introduc1ng and spreading a brick-firing techlology

in an area .and”in which it has never been tried, and barely having learnt it

themselves,

"God alone knows, when we begin, whether we will come out with a profit or loss"
the‘bespectac1ed Kumhaar --- sorry Rahmani-earnestly informs me. If we are not
selling (bricks) &= fWerefore
(E;ﬁﬁétrpay our Thapairs to produce more to fire, we just narrow the width of the

kiln so we are firing at a slower raten%nd if things really get bad, we just
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Fighten our be—it- and eat even less.

Who says the rural poor are risk averse. They are used to living at below subsis-
tence and willing to risk all in trying to get above it. If they lose all, as
often they do, they just returns to Tiving on practically nothing. In fact in
these 8-13 years when they are spreading these rice husk kilns all over Punjab,
they continue to Tive on nothing despite their occasional profits. Like the
Rs.9000/- each shareholder' of another Rahmani co-op got at the seasons end, 1like
the Rs.52,000/— the other Rahmani saved and invested in a house from his 8 years
owning-operating such kilns. Who knows in ddecade or two the Rahmani clan may be

noted as wealthy kiln owners.

Their precursors seem to be the Pathans. Still largely wood-se11ers(£akerwa1a's;
" '

1iving in tented encampments are mud and thached houses (with the occasional burnt-

Thede sefilwenkg

brick mosque)Anoted by the huge stacks of wood, the camels that carry their wood &

W
the clay mounds in which they produce wood coal. - For the most part Pattans conti-

<,
nue this occupation in the Tand~of-the Punjab. (Even to their urbanﬁousins, or
can bve se czb\)\\/\ Lahsie Loy exawpley finding
their- women atleast ;surveyings collecting and carrying huge bundles of of branches
deopped (‘Mui oy 9UVV&P)r\lle5('j (\‘DYV\ VA
and Teaves cwkkectedwfr1n Lahores” road s1de trees). But already some now-er zochas
. have hew selyey
at—teast-one I know-"mar Khan + has built himsetf; a large pukka houseéand—has~h+s

trm\&r&
own tractors- trelleys to carry -his huge piles of wood, and others, such as Asmatu]]ah

. /]
and weod sellevs <1akerwa1as>3 years ago - have now bought and run ki]nsﬁﬁhe larger

bull-trench, wood and/or coal fired types.
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Meanwh11e the Thaperstcontinue at the bottom of the p1]e~hﬂﬂd¥@dﬁbﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ@“b@ﬂ€&fh

W o0ldu] MV\MX’}ﬁ
T@{msqf)the burn1ng sun A§happ4n dwiowmou1d1«Qr%mlxangmihem%e}ve%%ﬁnwmud”andwwa%@n;hy

' produce the billions of bricks that pave our roads and-pathways and hold up our
roofs..fer—their-wretched-survivals- What daring, in-novation or Tuck will offer them

the chance to clamber out of the mud?
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Finally - in a back alley-across open—d&aﬁﬂ~ruTted mud alleys I find one family in

QabuTla whose sole income is from making bricks. —YeuYshered into their unlit house ;
in the unlit neighbourhood of an largely unlit town-Qabula« I meet by kerosené%vf
wiek Tamp Tight the man;b]indjhis wife, who andshows me her knotted fingers and Torv
palm from years of mud-brick making, %wheaﬁayégﬁppesen$5«the rest aﬂz~her family-
3 daughters - 9,16 & 18?~The oldest married and then ab.indoned by her husband’

L

because she is blind at night now,with a chyg-a young girl crippled ie with no

a2
sensg;ions in her 2 legs. Gne

b vicle Aot € vh
One or 2 more families work entirely as .shapers./ Others have either begun to

A

augment their income through pimping (at times their own women) or taken credit
n ve

from Kilns and got enﬁnared thg}f)say my guides - a local B.Sc graduate and a

mason.

"Is this any Tife" says the ydung<35'years o1df> Thaper-just 6 months into having
had to takecredit and becoming one. "My whole family - these children, spending |
days

the1r/\% this mud-yard-playing in dirt and then working with me in d1rtVW%%I will
never pay off my debt - unless they raise oru*rate (now Rs.24/1000) you calculate
it. Ayhost 6000 bricks a week - Rs. /440 ~

Wonewas 5\'1\@1\/\&
with 8-9' monﬁhs to feed. No - I'11 never do it." And he humps back to-moulding

a5

and shapp1ng mud in and out of moulds at # # /L paisasa time. (A0 paisns, = 1K)

Yes they are the most wretched - our brick makers. Scorﬁed by all.” "One thing is
! Vovse loo

clear" says my foung B.Sc "even by accompany1ng you - thek thapers)Takaa avge laBy

few
advanees andrun away." He has spent one or 2 interviews with me listening to

aseiskands ) vascals
kiln owners and munshiesplabel the thapers as shiftless and-aseases who do Tittefl
work, demand large sums, and gamble what they have.

NAINZAY
Coming away with meﬁfrom interviewing a thaper group. I wonder if he holds the

same opinion,
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© "We have to buy them" says the kiln owner. Yes they are bought and sold, illi-

sl i A . i(ou’"b’?&mdiv»ﬁ\\(s bm>
terate wretches, most of whom did not know what their paishzi was any more, some
o{f) sWhers waY CONAL BUY woV e and (g{ch Lhevake €3"\‘€“~g§¢\to

still hoping to pay 1§/§£¢@éadunene~ab4e#tv‘keep account to see if they were.

P
ITTiterate they are almost completely at the meryxy of the kiln owners to tell them
: ol Thety wmdebled:
what they've earned, what spent and how much they owe. Most can only be sureA}%
perpedvaiing el bondaged 0 o o R loan
will 1ncrease.ﬁ\Thevoccasiona] one who has workeqzh%8mwaywout—aﬁd~l$ft—may give Me
BOWAL. o

them-hope.



