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""I 
The training workshop introduced vault 
and dome roofing technology into a 
rural region of Nje;er which had suff­
ered the severe Sahelian drought of the 
early 70 IS. Traditional roofing 
required the cutting of scarce timber 
which added to further rJesertifica­
tion. The ne,., vault and dome roofing, 
adapted by the Development Horkshop 
from indigenous systems in the NiddJe 
East and North Africa eliminates all 
need for timber and is ideaJJy adap-
ted to the Sahelain climate. 

A group of village builrJers from the 
Chikal region participated in the 
1"orkshop. All aspects of the building 
process ",ere d ealtfl with and general 
building skills improved. I\fter mas-

: tering the roofing technology the buil­
der trainees went on to use their new 
skills in needed community building 
projects. 
This project was funded by the 
Institute for Study and Application 
of Integrated Development. 

, Illustrations: 

L1 Laying out building on site 

2) Foundations and footings 

'3) T;Tall building 

'4) Instructor demonstrating vault 

5) Trainee practicing vault building 

,6) Trainee completing a dome 


