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EXPERIMENTAL HOUSING UNIT, 
Gourna, Egypt. 

In 197-3., Development Workshop designed 

and constructed an experimental housing 

unit at New Gourna, Upper Egypt, in the 

village built by Hassan Fathy. 

The house was built with locally produced 

mud bricks and roofed with vaults and a 

dome. The programme provided an oppurtun­

ity to investigate vault and dome roofing 

configurations. Team training and 

construction was done with the assistance 

of Nubian master masons . 
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AREA AROUND SUHEMI HOUSE 
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URBAN PLANNING STUDY: 
Old Cairo, Egypt. 

Detailed examination of traditional city 
centres, such as Cairo, Delhi or Yazd, 
provides a guide to dealing with some 
of the urban planning problems now faced 
in III world cities. Studies carried out 
by Development Workshop in Cairo showed 
a layout of streets and blocks 'which 
provided a sound response to local 
economic, social, and environmental 
conditions. 

Functions and related spaces are placed 
in a hierarchy. From municipal squares 
bounded by higher educational or 
religious buildings, wide commercial 
streets run along a north/south axis. 
Here are the community facilities and 
shops. The north/south axis ensures 
shade to the wide street. Narrow east/ 
west streets lead off the principal 
routes and contain workshops and 
specialist trades, backed by residential 
areas. 

A juxtaposition of sunny open space and 
shaded street encourages the ventilation 
of the streets because of air-pressure 
differences. 

Planning in the past allows centres like 
these to continue functionning, despite 
often over-crowded conditions. 




