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+~NOTES_ON:BAERAT-==A VILLAGE NEAR GOURNA

We spent some time while at. Gourna,visiting adjacent villages and
comparing houses,lifestyles,planning and climatic solutions with those of
Gourna.

The villages we visited were actually small hamlets making up the large
village of Baerat, which stretches over about 5000 feddané?including cul-
tiuatad land).There are II such parts to Baerat,each houaing about. 1000
people and each with its own mosque.Thsse parts are further broken doun
into BEDANAS or neighbourhood groups comprising 5-I0 families;kThis
subdivision played a major part in the planning of Gourna).The bedanas
are fairly well defined and the families have grouped themselves over a
period of time - organic growth from one house to another.

There are two primary schools in the whole of Baerat,secondary schools and
trade schoals are in.ﬂuxa;,across the river,

Baerét has a chief who keeps law and order and punishes pseople in his ouwn
way, when they do wrong.He chooses a man from each part of the village

who acts as a depﬁty'and keeps him informed of events in his particular
area.

As in Gourna,the population is of fairly mixed occupation.

The houses in the village are built very close together with spaces betwsen
as narrow as I or 2 metres and mQCh closer than in New Gourna where the

min, spece is 6 metres wide.The narrow and winding streets are very pleasant
and interesting to walk in as the houses and walls completely shade them
from the sun,even at midday,which was»the only time we had available to go
visiting.Suddenly a strest would widen out intoc a small communal courtyard
or pump area,surroundsd by houses,qhers the women gather to get watsr.Then
one would pass through a small gap in the wall and into another short
winding strees.Open,close,open,clos8eeeds

The streets of the whole area seem very clean,unlikeNew Gourna,There are

no animals er straw,mainly because the animals are kept in private court-
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yards within the house complex and also because the streets;ggg far too
narrow to contain animals as well as people and the occasional donkey

cart or bicycle.This makes for the fact that there can be no extensions

out into the street as well.Each bit of street is kept clean by the occupants
of that house which fronts ento the street and,as the streets are narrow

the whole length is kept clean,whersas in Gourna,the people tend te clean
only a small patch in front of their entrance and do not bother about the
rest of the street,

In Baerat, as the streets are so cool,there is a fair ammountrgf activity
going on all the time and peopls often sit in doorways,talking,washing,
cooking,grinding corn etc.

In Gourna there seems to be very little shelter from the sun and the heat
-=-there are very few trees and no palm trees at all.Some trees were planted
and have grouwn very well Qut the large open spaces are totslly devoid af
vegetation.In a few interesting cases houwsver,it seems that some people

were actually trying to grow plants and small palm trees outside their homes.
In the adjacent villages there is an abundance of palm trees growing in
courtyards, houses,strests,and public spaces,so that there is always greenery
and shade.

If the village is too big or too crowded and claustropﬁobic,or because

of family quarrels or petty jealoysies or marriage,the villager looks for
somewhere else to build his house and moves to or starts at'suburb! or

small hamlet nearby

If the land belongs to him the man can build what he wants whers he uants
and need not ask for permission from the chief.

1f he does not own the land he must buy land or ask the owner for permission
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branch or 1% palm
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to build on his land.
THERE IS NO PLANNING BY THE VILLAGERS other than that dictated by family
clusters or bedanas or the distance from the mosque.(each hamlet has its

own mosque,with the main mosque for Baerat in the cantra.)x

THE HOUSE: After having decided on his requirements,the villager will

get a mason from the area to build his house for him.This is usually out

of mud=brick,(sometimes out of fired brick if he can afford it ) flat roofed,
with small,high windows,dark,cool rooms and seperate courtyards for live-
stock and cooking and washing,wholly or partly roofed over with straw.

Any wood used in the censtruction usually belongs to the owner and comes

from trees on his land.In many cases the roofs in Baerat are made of branches

stripped palm stalks and straw,sometimes covered with a layer of mud eg.
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éometimes the treads of stairs are wood re-inforced.Doors are made out

of thick,roughly hewn pieces of wood .

The whole appearance of the house inside is fairly spacious and very much
cleaner and more organised than in Gourna.Animals are absent from the
living areas and gquest room--they havevthair own area.

The oveﬁs used for baking bread a d the whole technique of baking the bread
is the same as in Gowrna.

The difference to Gourna is that in these villages sach part of the house
has a specific function which has been worked out by the owner himself and
not someone else,although one must remember that Hassan Fathy had designed
the houses originally for specifis families.

There is much more coherence in the jigsaw of roofs and courtyards and

terraces and streets which make up a small hamlet tham in Gourna.
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A very strange and wonderful phenomenon exists of passing from a street
through a courtyard,archway,house,courtyard to a street again.There seems
to be no transition between public and private spaces,which seem to drift
from one to the other.

All houses are not more than one storey(in most cases the roofs are used as
well)and overlook each other on many levels,with communication across

roofs,from one level to the other.”

Three 'houses were studied in detail .I. The house of Ahmed Husssin
2. The house of the Magistrate

3. The house biiilt by Haggag, the mason.
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OLD GOURNA — NEW GOURNA #

What would the Gournis have left behind had they all moved out of 0ld

Gourna to live in the new village?

Mainly they would have lost their livelihood,which was largely tomb robbing

and the manufacture of forgeries.Also,they would have lost their homes and

village clusters with which they had becoms so familiar and would have
defuned bythe

had to adapt to new surroundings and a ?éw building typq%yault and domerm%

/(Gﬁibﬂ>aaes not exist in the ﬁféditiéﬁal villééés of the area glthouéFAT

/1t is very good as a construction method and is climatically very sound -

f
Lﬁ?d not subject to fires as much as the usual straw roofed houses.b

If it were not for these factors they would probably 58 more réady to
move to the site of New Gourna.0ld Gourna stretcﬁes over several kilometres
in a long band of scattered clusters of houses built out of the tombs
of the Nobles on the hillsides of The Cemetery of Thebss.This is-a very
hard and rugged stretch of land as has been mentioned befores-dry and hot,
the sun beats down all day long and radiates off the rocks of the cliff
face.The soil accepts virtuslly no vegetation.

- In comparison New Gourna is much closer to Luxor and.is situated in the
midst of cultivated land in the valley.It is much cooler and on the whols
a more agreeabls placs

Most people who had originally lived in 01d Gourna and had moved to the

new village gave as their raasonsvfor leaving thet it was too hot up on
the hill and much more pleasant down in the valley. A
As it is,nothing much has changed and 0ld Gourna continues as it did 28
years ago.

It would be interesting to see what would happen if the authorities opened
up the remainder of the land constituting the total site of New Gourna ,
for psople to build their houees on.

How would they build and how would they relate to the buildings already

there?

£

B I
X






We did not see any attempts at building vaults and domes other than at
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New Gourna,

An. attempt has been made to graft something totally new into an old structure
something a great deal more thought out and a vast improvement on the

usual government grid-iron schemes of re-settlement.It seems that Gourna

still has'nt quife made it - but: it's on its way thers.
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